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Dear Sustainability Subscriber,

Thanks to our sponsors, hosts and participants, The Great MonArch Migration Event 2019
held on National Public Lands Day at Gateway Arch National Park was a grand success.
Hundreds of visitors to the Arch, people in town for the Cardinals-Cubs game, and monarch
enthusiasts took part in the fun and educational activities, took home free plants, cookies &
seeds, and delighted in seeing actual monarch butterflies migrating South to Mexico!

 

https://www.stlouis-mo.gov/government/departments/planning/sustainability/documents/upload/MonArch-Migration-2019-flyer-REVISED_SMALL.pdf


Voices for Climate: And a Special Opportunity to Share Yours

 In conjunction with the U.N. Climate Summit held in New York last month, people around
the world participated in demonstrations demanding climate action. The global Youth Strike
for Climate movement was inspired in part by Greta Thurnberg, a 16 year old student from
Sweden, who started skipping school to strike outside of the Swedish Parliament. The
movement has mushroomed quickly. In St. Louis, the effort grew from a few dozen people in
March 2019 to hundreds of people participating in September 2019. Read further to learn
about an upcoming event being held in St. Louis to continue the climate conversation.
 
Carbon Neutral Climate Dialogue: Listen, learn
and share your thoughts regarding climate goals and
strategies for St. Louis! Join the City of St. Louis
and Washington University on the evening of
Tuesday, October 22 from 7-9pm for a special
opportunity to learn from climate experts - including
several from the European Union - about taking
climate action, even in the face of other pressing
urban challenges. The Carbon Neutral Climate
Dialogue event will include conversations about
pursuing carbon neutrality in St. Louis, while
ensuring we consider climate justice. Please register
here for the event.
 
The event is being made possible by POCACITO, a
program co-funded by the European Union that
aspires to connect communities in building a
sustainable future. Learn more about the exciting work of POCACITO in the One Planet
Corner piece at the end of this newsletter.
 
 
2018 Greenhouse Gas Emissions Inventory Report: The City of St. Louis recently
completed its fifth comprehensive greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions inventory for both
municipal operations and the community as a whole. By conducting GHG emissions
inventories on a regular basis, the City is able to evaluate efforts, needs, trends and
opportunities for climate action. The baseline GHG Inventory was conducted for the calendar
year 2005, and has been updated for 2010, 2013, 2015 … and now 2018. The data gathered
during the GHG inventory is compiled into a Report, and presented along with charts, graphs
and summarized findings. 
 
The City’s 2019 GHG Emissions Inventory findings are promising and the 2018 GHG
results suggest that the City’s Climate Protection Initiative efforts have been effective. By
implementing strategies set forth in the City’s Climate Action & Adaptation Plan, it appears

https://www.stlouis-mo.gov/government/departments/planning/sustainability/documents/upload/POCACITOCarbon-neutral_FINAL.pdf
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/carbon-neutral-climate-dialogue-tickets-75969271135
https://www.stlouis-mo.gov/government/departments/planning/sustainability/documents/upload/St-Louis-2018-GHG-Report-Final.pdf
https://www.stlouis-mo.gov/government/departments/planning/sustainability/documents/upload/Climate-Infographic-Final_forPrint_V2.pdf
https://www.stlouis-mo.gov/government/departments/planning/sustainability/documents/upload/v1-1-CAP_FINAL.pdf


that the City of St. Louis Community is on track to achieve the GHG emissions reduction
targets set for 2025 (28% reduction from the 2005 baseline year), and City Government
achieved the 20% GHG emissions reduction target set for 2020 two years early! Per
capita greenhouse gas emissions also decreased since the previous GHG inventory. Many
more details are included in the Report.

 
There are lots of terrific sustainability events and opportunities to engage in sustainability.
 

Get Involved & Engage In Sustainability 

Forest ReLeaf’s ComuniTree Project is accepting applications for free trees for public

or non-profit planting projects. 

A student intern position (with stipend) is open at Ecochallenge.org. Applications

accepted until October 15, or until the position is filled.

On top of its existing rebates, for a limited time Ameren Missouri is offering an

additional $100 rebate for high-efficiency heating and cooling equipment.  The

promotion is available to customers that upgrade to a qualifying high-efficiency

model. More information here.

Earth Day 365 needs Recycling Ambassadors to volunteer at St. Louis events. 

Attend A Sustainability Event: (All events free and held in St. Louis City) 

https://www.stlouis-mo.gov/government/departments/planning/sustainability/documents/upload/St-Louis-2018-GHG-Report-Final.pdf
http://moreleaf.org/plant/project-communitree/
https://ecochallenge.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/2019-Program-Development-Intern.pdf
https://www.amerenmissourisavings.com/hvac
https://earthday-365.org/employment-opportunities/recycling-ambassador/


Gateway Greening School Gardner Meetup on October 10 from 5:30- 7:00pm is for

those who want to share ideas for teaching/maintaining school gardens. 

Missouri Coalition for the Environment will hold a local food, urban agriculture,

and healthy food access event on October 11 from 5:00-8:00pm.

Washington University’s Food Week 2019: Reclaiming Foodways is a week-long

series of events from October 16-27 to celebrate World Food Day.

Ameren Missouri is hosting an Energy Codes Compliance Collaborative on October

16th from 9:30am -1:00pm. Free, but registration required.

The River Des Peres Trash Bash,  which will be held at Willmore Park from 8:00am -

2:00pm on October 19. Register here.

Gateway Greening will hold a Harvest Festival on October 19 from 11:00am -

3:00pm at the Demonstration Garden at 3815 Bell Avenue in St. Louis. 

Trailnet will hold a Traffic Skills 101 class on October 19 from 8:00am-5:00pm.

The City of St. Louis and Washington University will host POCACITO and climate

experts from the EU at a Carbon Neutral Climate Dialogue on October 22 from

7:00pm- 9:00pm. Register here.

GRG will hold a Greening Vision for the Hodiamont/Suburban Tracks at Soldan

High School cafeteria on October 22 from 6:00-7:30pm.

The next East West Gateway OneSTL Sustainability Lab October 29 will feature topics

about the WU Sustainability Exchange from 3:30-5:00pm and Environmental

Racism from 5:30-7:00pm in St. Louis.

Washington University will hold its Arbor Tour on October 29 & 31 . Details here.

St. Louis City Recycles will hold a Recycle Responsibly Workshop on October 30

from 6:30-8:00pm at the Julia Davis Library.

The St. Louis History Museum will celebrate Día de los Muertos and hispanic

culture on November 3 from 11:00am-5:00pm. 

I hope to see you at the Carbon Neutral Climate Dialogue on October 22 at

Washington University. Please take a minute to read the One Planet Corner piece that

Morgan wrote about POCACITO to learn more. Enjoy the autumn weather (finally!).

As always, thank you for all you to do advance sustainability in the City of St. Louis.

http://www.gatewaygreening.org/calendar/gateway-greening-events-calendar/
https://www.facebook.com/events/670467480105438/
https://sustainability.wustl.edu/food-week-2019-reclaiming-foodways/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/3rd-ameren-mo-energy-codes-compliance-collaborative-st-louis-registration-66908640545?aff=eattnewsrecs&afu=36568570590&utm_term=eattnewsrecs&utm_campaign=newsletter_algo&utm_content=san_luis-mo.p2019_41&rank=4&utm_medium=email&utm_source=eventbrite&ref=eattnewsrecs
https://greatriversgreenway.org/river-des-peres-trash-bash/
https://greatriversgreenway.org/volunteer-at-willmore-park/
http://www.gatewaygreening.org/calendar/gateway-greening-events-calendar/
https://bikeleague.secure.force.com/lab_events?id=a0k1M00000IQWgiQAH
https://www.stlouis-mo.gov/government/departments/planning/sustainability/documents/upload/POCACITOCarbon-neutral_FINAL.pdf
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/carbon-neutral-climate-dialogue-tickets-75969271135
https://greatriversgreenway.org/hodiamont/
http://www.onestl.org/get-involved/onestl-network/sustainability-lab
https://sustainability.wustl.edu/calendar_event/arbor-tour-10th-anniversary/
https://sustainability.wustl.edu/calendar_event/arbor-tour-10th-anniversary/
http://stlcityrecycles.com/events/recycle-responsibly-workshop-2/
https://mohistory.org/events/dia-de-los-muertos_1572800400


 

With kind regards,

Catherine Werner
Sustainability Director
City of St. Louis Office of Sustainability
WernerC@stlouis-mo.gov
NEW: Follow me on Twitter: @STLSustainable

www.stlouis-mo.gov/sustainability 

One Planet Corner
POCACITO: Post-Carbon Cities of Tomorrow
By: Morgan Geile, volunteer Sustainability eNews compliler

POCACITO stands for “POst-CArbon CIties of
TOmorrow” and is the umbrella name for a portfolio
of projects focused on developing a roadmap for cities
of the future. The goal is to do this by “leveraging the
diversity and dynamism of the world’s cities to

discover and share urban solutions for the 21st century’s sustainability revolution.” The
focus on “post-carbon” alludes to the current situation where cities are predominantly
carbon-dependent. The use of carbon has led to high levels of anthropogenic
greenhouse gases, so post-carbon looks to opportunities to transform cities into more
sustainable, livable and equal places to live. 
 
POCACITO was started in 2014, when a consortium of European research and policy
institutes began collaborating. They shared
implementation strategies among 10 European Cities
to investigate how sustainable cities might look in the
future. This phase is referred to as POCACITO in the
EU. The initial effort included building a network of
stakeholders, and establishing knowledge-sharing
practices for building carbon neutral European cities
through political, scientific, and societal actions. 
 
Some of the key findings of the initial projects in European cities were that cities must
strive to be clean, green, cohesive (socially), resilient (economically), and engaging.
The key actors in traversing a low-carbon pathways include: (1) the power sector, with
its challenge of fully eliminating CO2 emissions from energy generation; (2) the
transport sector, with the challenge to increase vehicle efficiency and utilize clean fuels;
and (3) the built environment sector, with the challenge of achieving high energy
performance in buildings. The final results of POCACITO in the EU aldo provided
insight into the methods in which cities can develop their own roadmap. 

https://pocacito.eu/
https://pocacito.eu/sites/default/files/D7_3_EU%202050%20Roadmap%20for%20post-carbon%20cities_0.pdf


POCACITO has also made its way to the US, where it
is led by the Ecologic Institute in Washington D.C.. It
is funded by the Delegation of the European Union to
the United States. Through this arrangement, experts
from six European cities are able to come to US cities
and lead workshops designed to focus on issues such

as urban mobility, water management and energy efficient buildings.

The POCACITO method invites stakeholders in urban
communities to collaborate, along with international
experts, as a way to work together and drive the global
sustainably revolution forward. The highlight is the
international collaboration in the form of world cafes
and workshops held in participating cities. These
workshops are used to inform and encourage
continued collaboration and problem solving on the topic of post-carbon cities. St.
Louis will play host to POCACITO October 22 with a Carbon Neutral Climate
Dialogue event at Washington University. You can find details here and a registration
link here. Do you think St. Louis could be a post-carbon city?

https://www.stlouis-mo.gov/government/departments/planning/sustainability/documents/upload/POCACITOCarbon-neutral_FINAL.pdf
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/carbon-neutral-climate-dialogue-tickets-75969271135

