PAINT INTERSECTIONS OR BUILDING MURALS
City of St. Louis Sustainability

DESCRIPTION

A building or intersection mural is a public art piece that the community
can design and paint to add color, identity, and vibrancy to their
neighborhood. Building murals can draw great attention to something
unique and exciting about the neighborhood and intersection
and cyclists, and create a place to gather for special events. Painted
buildings and intersections beautify the neighborhood, support local
Painting of the Grove Mural 2010

livability and value of your neighborhood.

NEIGHBORHOOD BENEFITS
Environmental
•

Social
• Safer intersections for pedestrians and cyclists
• Enhanced community identity and solidarity
• Revitalized spaces with bright colors and beautiful art
Economic
• Cleaner and more attractive areas tend to stabilize or boost
property values.
• Commissions for local artists

Seitu Smith painting the Fleur De Lis at the intersection of
14th and Montgomery. The artwork was commissioned
by LOVEtheLOU.

RELATED TOOLS

Painted intersection in Portland, Oregon. Photo by Jonathan
Maus

When paired with other tools, this strategy can make an even greater
impact on the move toward sustainability in your neighborhood. Think
about complete streets, safety and accessibility, preservation, public
art, and community identity. Try combining Building and Intersection
Murals with:
• Secure Vacant Buildings
• Preserve Existing Buildings
• Foster Activity with Public Seating, Programs, and Furniture
• Create Public Art Installations or Exhibits

EXAMPLES

Murals on Broadway, Carondelet Neighborhood, St. Louis, MO
Unites communities and artists to create transformational public artwork.
Building Murals in Forest Park Southeast, St. Louis, MO
Partnership between local artist and boys and girls club.

For the most current examples, updated tools,
and information, visit the City’s Sustainable
Neighborhood Initiative website:

14th and Warren, Old North St. Louis, Missouri
neighborhood.

SUSTAINABLENEIGHBORHOOD.NET

Painted Schoemel Pot, Peat Wollaeger
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GET STARTED
1.

Choose a Location Choose a building or intersection you are interested in painting. Contact the
there are any historic building or district restrictions that could limit your
project.

2.

Connect If working in an intersection, contact the City of St. Louis Board
of Public Service (BPS) and the City of St. Louis Street Department to
reconstruction/recoating schedule, etc. If the intersection is eligible,
they can give you a street map to use for your design. Read “PtP Public
Works Checklist” - a checklist from the ‘Paint the Pavement’ Project in
St. Paul, MN - for details about some things that might be asked of you
during the permitting process.

Sacred Heart Intersection Mural, Calgary, CA

If working on a building, coordinate with the building owner. If the
building is owned by the St. Louis LRA, contact them about buying or
leasing the building or about the possibility of painting an exterior wall.
3.

Design Hold gatherings with your neighbors and/or a local artist to design and then create your street painting.

4.

Lead Form a project team that will usher the entire project through
completion. The project team should plan a process where as many
neighbors as possible have a chance to be involved in some aspect.
This may be done in many ways - open workshops with many neighborhoods, asking people to submit their designs, door-to-door tallying,
asking individuals to volunteer, etc. The project team will be responsible for organizing neighborhood participation in the project and overseeing future usage and maintenance.

5.

Fund Reach out to local, regional, and state art organizations such
as RAC and Missouri Arts Council that could help provide ideas, resources, or funding.

6.

Create Draw your intersection design using the BPS base map and following the requirements of BPS. You may be required to use approved
white, red, yellow, and blue, but can be mixed. Look at this document
for more information about paint. Your local PPG Porter Paints is one
place to buy paint. Draw a building mural according to the scale of
the building. Building paint comes in many more colors and should be
sealed with a top coat.

7.

8.

Submit Complete and submit the required BPS documents including
gathering signatures, if required. BPS will return a copy of the agreement if your project is approved or contact you if they have questions
about your submission. If working on a building, get approval from the
building owner and from the neighborhood organization.
Paint Plan and prepare for your painting day or days. Organize bought
or borrowed supplies. Assign tasks and involve as many of the talents
and skills of local residents as possible in construction, installation, and
clean up. Make sure to set a rain date.
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Eyez on South Broadway

RELATED SUSTAINABILITY PLAN CATEGORIES

This tool supports the following goals and
strategies:
Urban Character, Vitality& Ecology
Strategies: F5-Promote the redevelopment of
historic homes and commercial properties;
H8-Enhance community cleaning and
Arts, Culture & Innovation
Strategies: C5-Target developing arts &
cultural districts for streetscape and public
space improvements; E1-Use distinctive public
art, architecture, landscape, and streetscape
to build City and neighborhood identity;
E4-Use temporary public art projects and
programs to revitalize underutilized city areas;
G4-Involve artists and the ‘creative class’ in
the community; G6-Develop partnerships
industries.

