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City of St. Louis Sustainable Neighborhood Initiative

DESCRIPTION
Existing buildings are inherently sustainable. Preservation maximizes the use 
of existing materials and infrastructure, reduces waste, and preserves the 
historic character and charm of a neighborhood. Preserving buildings saves 
the energy embedded in existing buildings, takes advantage of original 
sustainable design features, and prevents needless demolition, waste, 
and use of new materials. Preservation can apply to individual buildings, 
a district, a landscape, or a whole neighborhood. Preservation is a long 
term project amd goal for a neighborhood or building and should be 
approached collaboratively by tapping into localized and city resources.

NEIGHBORHOOD BENEFITS
Environmental

• Improved safety with more cohesive blocks and sound buildings
• Reclaimed buildings and building materials reduce need for new 

building materials
• Reuse of blighted buildings
• Lowered embedded climate cost in existing buildings

Social
• Improved sense of place and ownership in the community
• Preserved historic character of neighborhoods

Economic
• Local residents are trained in preservation processes and construction 

techniques
• Stabilized property values and decreased blighted properties
• Improved property values 

RELATED TOOLS
When paired with other tools, preserving historic buildings can contrib-
ute to a greater and more holistic, sustainable neighborhood. Think 
about community cohesion, unique neighborhoods, community his-
tory, and healthy vibrant communities. Try combining this tool with:

• Develop a Neighborhood Sustainability Asset Inventory
• Secure Vacant Buildings
• Conduct a Weatherization Training Program
• Hold a Neighborhood Energy Challenge

EXAMPLES
Lafayette Square, St. Louis, MO
Collaboration between individual property owners, neighborhood 
DVVRFLDWLRQV��DQG�WKH�&LW\�RI�6W��/RXLV�FUHDWHG�WKH�ÀUVW�KLVWRULF�GLVWULFW�LQ�WKH�FLW\�
and helped revive the neighborhood. 

Council Plaza Phillips 66 Gas Station, St. Louis, MO
A distinctive gas station in midtown St. Louis that was renovated and reused 
instead of demolished, thanks to collective community activism. 

Historically preserved buildings in South St. Louis, MO

Historic Lafayette Square Neighborhood, St. Louis

PRESERVE EXISTING BUILDINGS 

Preserved ‘Saucer’ Building in Midtown St. Louis - Formerly the 
Council Plaza Phillips 66 Gas Station

Historic rehabilitation by Crown Square
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City of St. Louis Sustainability

For the most current examples, updated tools, 
and information, visit the City’s Sustainable 
Neighborhood Initiative website: 

SUSTAINABLENEIGHBORHOOD.NET

RELATED SUSTAINABILITY PLAN CATEGORIES
This tool supports the following goals and 
strategies:

Urban Character, Vitality & Ecology
Strategies B7-Encourage communities to improve 
their own neighborhood; F1-Preserve and reuse 
buildings as a means of achieving sustainability; 
F4-Protect historic residential and commercial 
properties vulnerable to foreclosure, tax forfeiture, 
or demolition; F5-Promote redevelopment of 
historic homes and commercial properties; F6-
Prevent scavenging of bricks, metals, and other 
materials from vacant buildings; F8-Promote 
public engagement in the historic preservation 
movement; G5-Promote neighborhood 
stabilization efforts; G6-Experiment with new 
ways to raise funds and build partnerships to build 
sustainable and affordable housing; H6-Maintain 
appearance of vacant land and abandoned 
properties; H8-Enhance community cleaning 
DQG�EHDXWLÀFDWLRQ�HIIRUWV�

Arts, Culture & Innovation
Strategies: A3-Include youth development 
and education within art and culture projects 
and programs; E1-Use distinctive public art, 
architecture, landscape, and streetscape to 
build city and neighborhood identity; E4-Use 
temporary public art projects and programs 
to revitalize underutilized city areas.

Education, Training & Leadership
Strategies: E1-Educate and empower citizens in 
methods of being environmentally sustainable.

Prosperity, Opportunity & Employment
Strategies: C1-Reuse existing buildings for 
inexpensive incubation of entrepreneurial ideas.

An old gas service station was rehabbed into a new restau-
rant Olio in Botanical Heights by UIC. Photo by Aaron Bunse.

GET STARTED

1. Reach Out Engage your 1HLJKERUKRRG� 6WDELOL]DWLRQ� 2IÀFHU�� WKH�
&XOWXUDO�5HVRXUFHV�2IÀFH��&52���6WDWH�+LVWRULF�3UHVHUYDWLRQ�2IÀFH�
at the Missouri Department of Natural Resources, neighborhood 
association, and Alderman to get initial information about the 
current status of your neighborhood or building. Many areas in 
the City not designated as historic districts have similar character 
and buildings and certainly are the settings for strong, sustainable 
neighborhoods. Many of the tools recommended for historic 
buildings and districts have much wider applicability.

2. Work in Your Neighborhood Work closely with your neighborhood 
organizations, advocates, and other residents to help preserve, reuse, 
or rehabilitate historic or existing buildings that contribute to the fabric 
of the neighborhood. Your neighborhood may be a designated 
historic district, so understand the opportunities and regulations of 
that designation. Even if it is not a historic district, preserving buildings is 
important and very possible. To begin:
• &RQWDFW�\RXU�QHLJKERUKRRG�DVVRFLDWLRQ�RU�&52�WR�ÀQG�RXW�KLVWRULF�

district status and regulations. 
• &RQWDFW�\RXU�QHLJKERUKRRG�DVVRFLDWLRQ�WR�ÀQG�RXW�ZKLFK�EXLOGLQJV�

are available for rehabilitation.
• :RUN�ZLWK�\RXU�QHLJKERUKRRG�DVVRFLDWLRQ�WR�DWWUDFW�VPDOO�ÀUPV�RU�

individuals to undertake rehabs.
• Work with CRO, preservation organizations and advocates and 

rehab groups in the city if you are passionate about a certain 
building or place. Experienced preservationists or advocates can 
give guidance about how to approach a situation most effectively.

Getting your neighborhood designated as a historic district may be possible, 
but is not a solution in and of itself. There are criteria to be met and it is a long 
term project that takes significant time, organization, and resources. Talk with 
your Alderman and the CRO for more information.

3. Understand Available Financing To preserve individual buildings, 
State & Federal Historic Tax Credits combined can cover 45% of 
historic rehabilitation costs, giving property owners great incentive to 
reinvest and rehabilitate. These incentives are available to buildings in 
GHVLJQDWHG�QDWLRQDO�RU�FHUWLÀHG�ORFDO�KLVWRULF�GLVWULFWV��7KH�State Historic 
3UHVHUYDWLRQ�2IÀFH�DW� WKH�0LVVRXUL�'HSDUWPHQW�RI�1DWXUDO�5HVRXUFHV 
has information about requirements and eligibility for State and Federal 
Historic Tax Credits. Other funding resources can be found at the 
Missouri Department of Economic Development, and HUD.

OPPORTUNITIES

1. Document Catalog properties available for redevelopment, 
properties recently rehabbed, or historic properties for sale by 
engaging residents, youth, volunteers, to document potential and 
historic buildings and to promote the advantages available (historic 
tax credits, tax abatement) for the rehabilitation of historic or existing  
buildings. Share success stories and this information with neighbors, 
social media, and neighborhood associations to build interest in your 
community.

2. Programs Participate in or create programs to fund or support energy 
HIÀFLHQF\� XSJUDGHV�� ZHDWKHUL]DWLRQ�� DQG� EXLOGLQJ� VWDELOL]DWLRQ��
One example is Set The Pace St. Louis, a program to fund energy 
HIÀFLHQW�UHQRYDWLRQV�LQ�WKH�&LW\�RI�6W��/RXLV��


