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FROM THE DESK OF EARLINE L. BELL

It is with great pleasure to share “SLATE Construction News” with you. Two thousand eighteen is now a memory, 
but 2019 has come with a great deal of promise and expectations. Our mission at SLATE has been an ambitious 
one - committed to workforce development while improving the lives of others, collaborate with major 
stakeholders, developers, unions, construction companies, partners and other local and state government 
agencies.

This new opportunity is to tell our stories and capture history while on this journey. If 
you think you’ve seen everything in our beautiful city, think again - there is so much 
more to come. On a daily basis we have multiple construction and revitalization 
projects taking place in the surrounding metropolitan area. SLATE staff members 
and clients have participated in construction presentations and site visits which 
are highlighted in this publication. The objective is to encourage and engage our 
clients to consider career options in construction trades. 

No other industry impacts lives like construction. A career in the construction 
industry can be very challenging and rewarding. A strong education, training and 
safe work practices are more important than ever. Participants can earn income 
while they learn. There are a wide variety of career choices in the trades:  Painter, 
Iron Worker, Laborer, Carpenter, Electrician, Plumber Pipefitter, Roofer, Sheet Metal Worker, & much more. SLATE’s 
Monthly Construction News will continue to fully engage this great community in topics and issues that impact our 
entire region.

Meet My TEAM

I would like to acknowledge the diverse and talented team whose hard work and efforts help make the 
Construction Presentation and Site Visits successful. All Staff members listed here serve in various positions 
throughout SLATE:
 
• Ruth Farrar, SLATE Assistant

• Chasidy Gillespie, SLATE Assistant

• Maggie Olver, SLATE Assistant

• Armand Paulet, Construction Intake

• Charles Williams, Job Developer
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RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT BREAKS GROUND IN NORTH ST. LOUIS 

Fifteen years ago, Yaphett El-Amin was a state representative who wanted to revitalize the North St. Louis 
neighborhoods that she represented. She saw herself as a future state senator, maybe even a congresswoman 
someday, making policy that would uplift her community.

Yaphett El-Amin never imagined back then that she would be rolling up her sleeves and redeveloping these 
neighborhoods herself – no longer in the rarefied air of the state Capitol, but one block at a time as an affordable 
housing developer. “I grew up in a family of builders like my father, who used his carpentry skills to rehab our little 
North Side bungalow and make room for me and my siblings,” said El-Amin. “So I’m thrilled to be doing this work 
that both takes me back to my roots and rejuvenates our community.”

El-Amin and others recently broke ground on her latest development called Finney Place, occupying the 4200 
blocks of C.D. Banks, Finney, and Cook avenues in the heart of the city’s Vandeventer neighborhood.  After 
decades of disinvestment and decline, the neighborhood is beginning to thrive. 

Hoping to continue efforts to knit the neighborhood fabric back together, El-Amin and her co-developer Matt 
Fulson of Kansas City-based Fulson Housing conceived Finney Place, comprising 40 new affordable three- and 
four-bedroom homes for families not unlike the one in which she grew up. The $9.4 million development is funded 
through a mix of public and private capital and made possible by the State’s Low-Income Housing Tax Credit 
(LIHTC) program, administered by the Missouri Housing Development Commission (MHDC). The homes will be sold 
to existing residents for purchase within affordable housing sale guidelines.

Yaphett El-Amin attends ground-breaking ceremony at Fenney Place.
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NEARLY 8 BILLION DOLLARS IN DEVELOPMENT UNDERWAY IN ST. LOUIS CITY  
AND A FEW BIG SURPRISES
Posted on December 21, 2018 • St. Louis KMOV & St. Louis Magazine

Directly across the interstate, the City Foundry STL project’s 48,000-square-foot space is quickly moving ahead.  
Steve Smith of the Lawrence Group is developing the project. He says the former industrial site will house a large 
food hall, a community of local chefs doing out of the box concepts, offices, retail and a 10-screen movie theatre.  
It’s a unique project in St. Louis but modeled 
after similar projects in other major markets.  
Smith said, “Literally the idea is where can we 
do something cool like this in St. Louis.”  Similar 
to Hulse, Smith is making bold predictions for 
the Midtown corridor.  Standing amid earth 
moving equipment Smith said, “You are going 
to see continual significant growth in housing” 
and “in 10 years you’re going to have 5,000 if 
not 10,000 people living in this broader area 
and lots of new businesses.”

The Cortex Innovation District along with 
investments made by St. Louis University and 
Washington University are driving growth 
in the region.  Nearby, St. Louis University 
Hospital’s new $550 million campus is rising.  
According to the City of St. Louis nearly $8 billion-worth of development is planned or underway in the city.  Smith 
told News 4 he drives potential investors around the city and “they are blown away by what’s happening.” 

 
BUILDING A 21ST CENTURY AQUARIUM IN ST. LOUIS
Written by Bryan Meyer, Project Director, McCarthy Building Companies Incorporated

Today, Lodging Hospitality Management (LHM) owns St. Louis Union Station. The plans for the aquarium are part 
of a $160 million family entertainment complex. This will include an observation wheel and an outdoor park 
for entertainment and food and beverage venues. The 21st Century aquarium will open in 2019 and alone is 

expected to attract one million visitors a year.

St. Louis Union Station has a long and rich 
history. Opened to the public in 1894, it was 
originally owned by the Terminal Railroad 
Association of St. Louis. Local Architect 
Theodore Link designed the structure’s three 
main areas: the Headhouse, the Midway and 
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the 11.5-acre train shed. At its peak in the 1940s 
more than 100,000 passengers a day traveled 
through the station.

SCOTTRADE CENTER RENOVATIONS
Published on September 20, 2017 • Written by Tim 
Strickfaden

PARIC Corporation proudly partnered with the St. Louis Blues and Enterprise Center to dramatically renovate 
several areas of the arena. The most noticeable for the players is the reconstruction of the ice rink itself.  The rink 
was removed and rebuilt in a record-breaking 6 weeks with crews logging over 10,000 man hours.

An astounding 50 concrete trucks laid 500 yards of concrete in one continuous 11-hour pour, to create a seamless 
“super-flat floor.”  To keep the ice perfectly chilled, 350 tons of sand was compacted and 2.5 miles of permafrost 
pipes installed. An additional 11.4 miles of steel refrigerant piping was then looped and laid throughout the rink.  
The new rink will provide a competitive ice surface for NHL games, NCAA Ice Hockey tournaments, U.S. Figure 
Skating Championships and other national and international ice-related competitions. Upgrades also include 
efficiency and green-initiative improvements.

The players have a completely renovated main 
locker room and a new family and entertainment 
flex space.  Press and media workspaces were 
also updated with the latest technology and 
equipment.  Fans will notice some very exciting 
and significant upgrades which  includes an all-
new premium 132-Seat Theater Box concept which 
has a 44 Seat Bar/Lounge/Concierge. It’s official! 
The Blues will host the 2020 NHL All-Star Game.

Photo: Old Union Station. 
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THE NEXT PHASE OF BALL PARK VILLAGE
Posted on December 21, 2018 • St. Louis KMOV & St. Louis Magazine. Written by George Mahe

A new phase of construction is already under way for Ballpark Village and creating a vibrant, new 24/7 
neighborhood for downtown St. Louis. Developed in partnership between the St. Louis Cardinals and The Cordish 
Companies, the $260 million second phase 
will complete a full build-out of Clark Street, 
transforming it into one of the most unique city 
streets in all of professional sports. The 700,000 
square foot project will include a Live! by Loews 
hotel; a 29-story high-rise luxury residential tower, 
One Cardinal Way; the first Class-A office building 
in downtown St. Louis in nearly thirty years; and 
additional retail, restaurant and entertainment 
space. Just as the first phase of Ballpark Village 
created more than 1,000 construction jobs and 
1,700 permanent new jobs when it opened, the 
second phase of Ballpark Village stands to create 
1,500 construction jobs and more than 1,000 
permanent new jobs. 

 

LAST HOTEL - ONE OF THE MOST ANTICIPATED U.S. HOTEL OPENINGS
Published on December 20, 2018 • Written by Lauren Griffin

In a recent article published by AFAR - Travel Magazine and Guide, The Last Hotel was selected as one of the 
ten most anticipated national hotel openings in 2019. The Last Hotel is a 160,000 sq. ft. boutique hotel located on 

St. Louis’ Washington Avenue. The hotel includes 
142 guest rooms, a rooftop bar and pool, a movie 
screening room, a teaching kitchen, and banquet 
facilities. The bar will serve pre-Prohibition area 
style cocktails and boast views of downtown. 

Home of the former International Shoe Company 
building built in 1909 the hotel weaves its garment 
district history into the decor and vibe. Design 
elements of the historic renovation include custom 
period-inspired furnishes and lighting, with original 
terazzo floors, exposed brick walls, and barrel 
ceilings. Open early January 2019.
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UPCOMING EVENTS

UNCLASSIFIED

UNCLASSIFIED

UNCLASSIFIED

UNCLASSIFIED

Explore the Field House Museum after hours during our 
bi-monthly History Happy Hour. Guests are invited to tour 
the historic house and check out current exhibitions in 
the museum while enjoying a complementary selection 
of drinks and hors d’oeuvres. Grab a friend or co-worker 
and come unwind while the rush hour passes. 
Drinks and hors d’oeuvres are often sponsored by local 
St. Louis businesses. For current sponsors and additional 
information please visit our Facebook page or website. 
Price is $10 and includes museum admission.

LOCATION:  Field House Museum 
634 South Broadway, St Louis, Missouri 63102  
EVENT:   Food & Drink, History
PHONE:  314-421-4689
EMAIL:  info@fieldhousemuseum.org 

January 31, 2019 • 4:00 to 7:00 PM  
March 28, 2019 • 4:00 to 7:00 PM 
May 30, 2019 • 4:00 to 7:00 PM    
July 25, 2019 • 4:00 to 7:00 PM    
September 26, 2019 • 4:00 to 7:00 PM




