
 

 

MINUTES 
ST. LOUIS DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 

REGULAR BOARD MEETING VIA ZOOM 

SLDC CONFERENCE ROOM A 

TUESDAY, MAY 19, 2022, 8:00 A.M. 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: Alderman Jeffrey Boyd, Alderwoman Marlene Davis, 
Clarence Dula, Loura Gilbert, Matthew McBride, 
Gregory Shapiro, Sean Spencer, and Chairman Neal 
Richardson 

BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT: Marvin Anderson 

STAFF PRESENT: Marla Roach-Curry, Stacey Fowler, Charlie Hahn, 
Andrew Knop, Daffney Moore, Rob Orr, Lisa Otke, 
Cornita Robinson, Dale Ruthsatz, Sean Thomas,  
Zachary Wilson, Myisa Whitlock and Bonnie Wade 

COUNSEL PRESENT: David Meyer and James Morrow 

GUESTS: Becky and Sara Freetly [candid, LLC], Dr. Tiffany Slater 
[HR TailorMade], LaTaunia Kenner, Karen Buckley 
[Wellston Loop CDC], Jacob Barker, Joshua Tooley, 
Gerry Connolly 

  

CALL TO ORDER 

Chairman Richardson called the meeting to order at 8:01 a.m. and asked for a roll call.  There 
were seven (7) Directors present [Boyd, Davis, Gilbert, McBride, Shapiro, Spencer and 
Chairman Richardson] and two (2) Directors absent [Anderson and Dula].  Director Dula was 
present by phone, but was not recognized; he joined the meeting during the first presentation.  

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Chairman Richardson called for a motion to approve the Minutes of the April 21, 2022 
Regular Board Meeting via Zoom.  A motion to approve the Minutes was made by Director 
Boyd; it was seconded by Director Shapiro; roll was called; and the motion to approve the 
Minutes of the April 21, 2022 Regular Board Meeting passed with seven (7) Directors present 
[Boyd, Davis, Gilbert, McBride, Shapiro, Spencer and Chairman Richardson] voting Aye.  

RESOLUTION NO. 22-SLDC-837 – AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF A CONTRACT WITH 
A MARKETING AND BRANDING FIRM 

Daffney Moore presented the Resolution to the Board to authorize execution of a contract 
with candid, L.L.C. for marketing and branding services, and briefly discussed the selection 
process and the decision to select candid, L.L.C. as the marketing and branding firm.  
Chairman Richardson then commented on the firm and invited Sara and Becky Freetly to 
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speak on behalf of candid.  Sara Freetly spoke and introduced her business partner, Becky 
Freetly, and mentioned their creative manager, Julie Larson.  She then spoke about their full-
service branding company in the Kansas City area.  Director McBride asked about the costs, 
and the Chair said that Phase 1 is expected to be $125,000, but no more than $140,000.  Mr. 
Meyer said the hourly rate is $150.  Ms. Moore pointed out the details in the proposal on the 
4th page about Website: Development.  There was further discussion about the contract and 
the work to be done.  They were asked about demographics, and Sara Freetly said it’s totally 
a small women-owned business and very efficient.  The SLDC team working with candid is 
Daffney Moore, Myisa Whitlock and Donna Campbell; and Ms. Moore assured the Board that 
this team and candid will work well together.  

Director Spencer said residents in his community feel there’s not enough transparency to the 
City’s website, and it needs more information on programs available and wait lists for the 
minor home repair program; also, the LRA database is out of date.  Chairman Richardson said 
the website needs to be robust, flexible and interactive, and he expects candid to help SLDC 
set up a better foundation for the website.  In response to a question, Ms. Moore said they 
interviewed a few other candidates that were full-service; she added that one stand-out with 
candid is its focus on economic development, which is critical to SLDC.  The Freetlys gave 
background on their long-time experience in this business with an entity that eventually 
became “candid.”  Chairman Richardson commented on their expertise.  The team clarified 
that SLDC will have a brand, and each entity under the umbrella of SLDC will have a brand, 
along with the Port Authority.  

Following discussion, Chairman Richardson called for a motion to approve Resolution 22-
SLDC-837.  Director Davis made the motion to approve the Resolution; Director Boyd 
seconded the motion; roll was called; and Chairman Richardson declared that Resolution 22-
SLDC-837 was approved unanimously by all eight (8) Directors present [Boyd, Davis, Dula, 
Gilbert, McBride, Shapiro, Spencer and Chairman Richardson] voting Aye.  

OPEN AGENDA / DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

Chairman Richardson said with all the boards and programs going forward, SLDC staff felt it 
important to address human resource protocols.  An audit was completed to ensure that HR 
protocols are properly in place.  Daffney Moore spoke briefly and introduced Dr. Tiffany 
Slater of HR TailorMade to discuss the topic.  She said that the audit was conducted to focus 
on consistency and compliance.  They also reviewed the employee handbook; they did a 
thorough review of conflicting language and policies and worked to ensure that policies were 
in alignment with the agency’s operations and legal requirements.  Ms. Moore said that the 
Directors can expect to receive a copy of the revised handbook next month.  Chairman 
Richardson said staff decided it would be best to get the HR handbook and files in order before 
hiring a new HR person.  

TENTATIVE EXECUTIVE SESSION 

Chairman Richardson called for a motion to move into Executive Session, as provided by 
Section 610.021(12) RSMo., related to contracts being negotiated and/or bids and proposals.  
Director McBride made the motion and Director Gilbert seconded the motion; roll was called; 
and the motion to move into Executive Session was passed unanimously by all eight (8) 
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Directors present [Boyd, Davis, Dula, Gilbert, McBride, Shapiro, Spencer and Chairman 
Richardson] voting Aye.  

The Directors returned to Regular Session at 9:12 a.m., and Chairman Richardson asked for 
a roll call; six (6) Directors were present [Dula, Gilbert, McBride, Shapiro, Spencer and 
Chairman Richardson]. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Chairman Richardson noted the date of the next meeting is scheduled for June 16, 2022.  There 
being no further business, Chairman Richardson called for a motion to adjourn the meeting.  
Director Spencer made the motion to adjourn and Director McBride seconded the motion.  
The Board Meeting was then declared adjourned by Chairman Richardson at 9:15 a.m. 

  
Neal Richardson, Chairman  

  
David A. Meyer, Secretary 
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