
 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 22-PT-28 

PRESENTED TO THE BOARD – 10/27/22 

 

TO: PORT AUTHORITY COMMISSION AND 

MR. NEAL RICHARDSON, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

  

FROM: SUSAN TAYLOR, PORT DIRECTOR  

  

RE: RESOLUTION DISSOLVING THE ADVANCED INDUSTRIAL 

MANUFACTURING ZONE WITHIN THE PORT DISTRICT OF THE CITY 

OF ST. LOUIS 

 

 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 

 

Advanced Industrial Manufacturing Zones (“AIM Zones”) have been permitted by state statute 

for six years, however, changes to legislation and regulatory developments have made large AIM 

Zones impractical and there are limited examples of successful implementation of AIM Zones 

throughout Missouri. Moreover, the State of Missouri has begun limiting the incentive value of 

the Missouri Works program for eligible companies within AIM Zone boundaries. Accordingly, 

dissolving the AIM Zone which at this time covers the entirety of the 2017 Port District 

boundaries will better promote development in the City of St. Louis, and is without prejudice to 

creating smaller, more easily administered AIM Zones in the future.   

 

 

BACKGROUND: 

 

Section 68.075 of the Revised Statutes of Missouri, which was first enacted in 2016, permits 

Missouri port authorities to establish AIM Zones.  Within a designated AIM Zone, 50% of the 

state withholding taxes generated from new jobs (that pay at least average wages) may be used by 

the Port Authority for various purposes associated with development in the AIM Zone.  

 

On June 13, 2017, the Port Commission adopted Resolution No. 17-PT-11, establishing an AIM 

Zone over all property in the then-current Port District boundaries.  Subsequent to the adoption 

of Resolution No. 17-PT-11, various statutory and regulatory updates occurred that make large 

AIM Zones unworkable and unnecessary.  These updates include: 

 

• The AIM Zone was amended to allow the establishment of AIM Zones through August 

28, 2030 (previously, establishment needed to occur before August 28, 2023). 

 

• The State of Missouri developed a process for establishing “base jobs” and “new jobs” 

using forms similar to the Missouri Works, which tracks jobs on a business-by-business 

level (e.g., to set an accurate “base jobs” number, the Port Authority would need 

cooperation from all businesses in the AIM Zone boundaries).   
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• The State of Missouri has begun limiting Missouri Works incentive amounts (which also 

relies on State withholding taxes) for investments in AIM Zones, even when the AIM 

Zone is not actually being utilized.  

 

After significant discussion with various State officials and the St. Louis Economic Development 

Partnership, Port staff believes it is appropriate to dissolve the existing AIM Zone. Dissolving the 

Port Authority’s current AIM Zone does not preclude the Port Authority from later creating 

smaller, more easily administered AIM Zones if and when site-specific uses of the AIM Zone 

program are identified.  The AIM Zone statute expressly permits the Port Authority to establish 

more than one AIM Zone.   

 

 

REQUESTED ACTION: 

 

Approval of Resolution No. 22-PT-28 by the Port Commission. 

 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE PORT AUTHORITY BOARD OF 

COMMISSIONERS AS FOLLOWS: 

 

1. The AIM Zone established by Resolution No. 17-PT-11 is hereby dissolved.    

  

2. The Port Authority authorizes the Executive Director, his designee, legal counsel, and the 

appropriate officers, agents, and employees of the Port Authority to take all steps necessary 

and to execute all documents necessary to effectuate the intent of this Resolution, 

including, without limitation, providing notice of the dissolution of the AIM Zone to the 

Missouri Department of Revenue and the Missouri Department of Economic Development. 

 

3. This Resolution shall take effect and be in full force immediately after its passage and 

approval by the governing body of the Authority. 

 

 

ADOPTED this 27th day of October 2022. 

 

      CITY OF ST. LOUIS PORT AUTHORITY 

 

 

      By:____________________________ 

      Title: Executive Director 

 

(SEAL) 

ATTEST: 

 

_______________________ 

Title: Assistant Secretary 


