4/4/12 Port Working Group Meeting @ AEP River Ops: Minutes

attendees
AEP River Operations: Terry Moore
Ameren Services: Cheri Welge
Archview Economic Development: Ronda Sauget America’s Central Port: Ben McCall, Frank Miles, Bill Stahlman, Dennis Wilmsmeyer
Aziotics: Larry Taylor
Bi-State Development Agency/Metro: John Langa, John Nations
BNSF PPP: Craig Morgan
East County Enterprises: Rich Sauget, Sr.
East West Gateway: Jim Wild
Inbound Logistics: Jim Armstrong
Jefferson County Port Authority: Dan Govero, Janice Luchan
Kinder Morgan: John Brereton
Leadership Council Southwestern IL: Scott Schanuel
MARAD: Bill Paape
MODOT: Sherrie Turley
SCF Marine: Steve Whitehead
SCI Engineering: Mark Harms
St. Clair County: Terry Beach, John Roach
St. Louis City: Nick Nichols, Rob Orr, Susan Taylor, Otis Williams
Stifel Nicolaus: Mary Kane
Terminal RR: Asim Raza
Union Pacific: Dan Witthaus
US Army Corps: Laurie Farmer, Joe Kellett, Deanne Stauser
UMSL Center for Transportation Studies: Ray Mundy

Village of Sauget: Rich Sauget, Jr.

Welcoming remarks by John Nations
MARAD, Bill Paape:
M55 Peoria/Gulf Study being reviewed in DC, should be available by May
Marine Highway Crossing designation (M55 and M70)

· can help funding applications (see attached PowerPoint)

· Dennis Wilmsmeyer will lead Port Working Group’s application
Panama Canal public outreach in peer review, may take place in DC this June

USDOT’s 3rd Port Summit not yet scheduled
Missouri River Economic Impact Study scope of work due out this fall
Southern Illinois Transportation Enhancement (SITE) Program, Mark Harms: 
SITE involves rail, port, air, and road modes of transportation to:
· promote awareness of  region’s multi-modal capacities, needs, and opportunities; 

· define multi-modal transportation priorities in southwestern Illinois; 
· support regional economic development efforts.
State DOT Port Organizations

Illinois wants to reconstitute its former organization of port authorities.
USDOT now requires states to have a state water plan; does not provide funding for this.
Merchants and MacArthur Bridges, John Roach:
· Regional needs more freight rail, especially for grain shipments, and High-Speed Rail for passenger trains.
· Public and private entities across the area support concept of a MacArthur sister span.

· Next step would be a preliminary economic impact and engineering study for improvements to both bridges; such a study might cost between $300,000-$500,000.
Next PWG meeting
Wed, June 6, 11:30am-1:30pm, at America’s Central Port, Granite City, IL
