8/3/11 Port Working Group Meeting @ SLDC: Minutes
attendees
AdVance Consulting: Matt Vance
Agro/Abundantia: Jeff Schmitz
America’s Central Port: Ben McCall, Frank Miles, Bill Stahlman
East County Enterprises: Rich Sauget
East West Gateway Council of Governments: Jerry Blair
GoRail: Phil Bell
Green Street Properties: Phil Hulse
Hanson: Mike McQuillan
HNTB: Brian Comer, Stephen Ibendahl
IDOT: Curtis Jones
Kinder Morgan: John Brereton
Leadership Council Southwest Illinois: Ben Schloesser
MARAD: Bill Paape
RNO Group: Arno Hart (by phone)
SCF Marine: Steve Whitehead
St. Clair County: Terry Beach, John Roach
St. Louis City: Pat Bannister, Nick Nichols, Rob Orr, Susan Taylor, Otis Williams
Validus Business Strategies: Ronda Sauget
Village of Sauget: Rich Sauget, Jr.
World Trade Center: Tim Nowak
Regional Studies
MODOT: Missouri River Freight Study (Hanson)

· looked at multimodal options, how to get more cargo back to the river

· final draft under review at MODOT, will be posted on www.modot.org 

St. Louis City: Port/North Riverfront Land-use Study (HNTB)

· economic and infrastructure data gathered and analyzed

· options ready for internal review; public presentation 8/23 (flyer attached)

Heart of IL Port District: M55 Marine Highway project (RNO Group)

· study faster COB service, RO/RO service for large farm equipment

· will conclude late Nov.

East West Gateway: Regional Freight Study (proposed, 12-month project)

· assess national and international cargo opportunities

· assess freight market expansion across all 4 modes

· working with IDOT, MODOT, and RCGA

· RFP will be posted this month on www.ewgateway.org 

Bill Paape at MARAD, 314.539.6783
Marine Highway program: call for projects coming up, no funding in place

· see http://lautenberg.senate.gov/newsroom/record.cfm?id=333650
Panama Canal expansion: MARAD assessing impact

St. Louis workshop this fall: impact of wider Panama Canal and Marine Highway program 

funds for MODOT’s MO River Economic Impact Study in hand, RFP due out early fall

PWG team, congressional lobbying survey
to help zero in on 2 or 3 things, open until 8/15, go to http://www.americascentralport.com/st-louis-port-working-group/legislative-priorities-survey-2011/ 

 

Possible future agenda items
discussion of potential topics for upcoming meetings; list will be sent out early Sept.

see attached White Paper from July, 2010 for additional ideas

Railroads
need more rail cargo in this region, need to develop multimodal hubs

MacArthur Bridge close to capacity

Schedule
Oct. 5: next Port Working Group meeting to be held at and sponsored by St. Clair County

