Port of Metropolitan St. Louis Port Working Group

Minutes from 5/12/10 meeting in Cahokia, IL
Attendees

AEP River Operations: Terry Moore

Aziotics: Larry Taylor

East County Enterprises: Rich Sauget
EWGCG: Jerry Blair

Holden Public Policy Forum: Bob Holden

Jefferson County Economic Development Corp: Sam Rauls

Kinder Morgan: John Brereton

Midwest China Hub: Doug Potts

RCGA: Susan Stauder

St. Clair County: John Roach

St. Louis City: Pat Bannister, Nick Nichols, Rob Orr, Susan Taylor, Otis Williams
St. Louis County Economic Development: TimTucker

Sauget, IL: Rich Sauget, Jr.

Slay Industries: Glen Slay 

Tri-City Port: Dennis Wilmsmeyer
World Trade Center: Cheryl Marty

Attendees discussed the following items

1. San Diego Port Summit, hosted by USDOT/MARAD, 2/4-5/10
Bob Goodwin, Charles King (member of Tri-City’s board),Glen Slay, Susan Taylor, Otis Williams, and Dennis Wilmsmeyer went to the Summit.

David Matsuda of MARAD orchestrated Day 1, which included 3 panel discussions; each table of 10 included a MARAD rep who wrote down issues and possible solutions prompted by each panel’s remarks.  MARAD will combine these concerns into a comprehensive document which USDOT will use to help it chart port-related transportation policy.

Secretary LaHood attended Day 2: after introductory remarks, he opened a “town-hall” style Q & A session.  He asked for a representative group to establish itself and work with him to address the concerns of the nation’s ports as USDOT determines national shipping goals and funding mechanisms.  Kurt Nagle, President of the American Association of Port Authorities, offered to lead this advisory group. 

2. Rebranding and marketing the Port of Metropolitan St. Louis
It’s important to connect the railroads to river shipping:

· establish northwest/southwest  and southwest/northeast railroad network, then market accordingly;

· MacArthur bridge offers best rail connection; two trains cannot run on this bridge simultaneously; TRRA owns the bridge, charges $200/car;

· trains should stop here, attract value-added commerce, not just pass though.
RCGA is currently working on a transportation branding strategy:

· $100K contract with Fleishman-Hillard;

· looking at water, rail, air, and road; 
· RCGA can arrange presentation by Fleishman-Hillard.
SLDC received an EDA grant for a Port/North Riverfront Land-use Study which will look at regional shipping and commerce as well as business growth in the City of St. Louis.
The Mississippi Valley Freight Coalition might be a good organization to study; US International Trade Commission has info about exports (see World Trade Center website).
MO and IL politicians should be involved.  SLDC and John Roach will work on a white paper to present to them after review by Port Working Group.
3. Next meeting

Will take place at Oliver’s restaurant in Cahokia; Glen Slay will host, Susan Taylor will coordinate.
Invite Sam Rauls, Exec. Dir., Jefferson County Port Authority.
