
Port of Metropolitan St. Louis: Port Working Group
Meeting Minutes, 9/14/10, 11:30-1:30, @ East West Gateway
Attendees 
Ameren: Cheri Welge

Aziotics: Larry Taylor

East County Enterprises: Ronda Sauget

East West Gateway: Jim Wild
Heart of Illinois Regional Port District: Steve Jaeger, Dan Silverthorn
Jefferson County Port Authority: Dan Govero

Leadership Council Southwest Illinois: Ben Schloesser
MARAD: Bob Goodwin
MODOT: Sherrie Turley

RCGA: Susan Stauder

St. Clair County: John Roach

St. Louis City: Pat Bannister, Nick Nichols, Rob Orr, Susan Taylor, Otis Williams
Slay Industries: Glen Slay

Tri-City Port: Dennis Wilmsmeyer
Announcements

· Tri-City Port Authority: received $6M TIGER grant for new South Rail Loop in Granite City
· Mid-America Airport: test China freight-service flight landed last month 

· Lambert International Airport: hopes to start China freight service in early 2011
· St. Louis Port Authority: $20M South Dock Upgrade will go out for bid shortly

· SLDC: now interviewing consultants for $800K Port/North Riverfront Land-use Study
MARAD freight corridors
http://www.marad.dot.gov/ships_shipping_landing_page/mhi_home/mhi_home.htm
Bob Goodwin, Sherry Turley, and Steve Jaeger led discussion about M-55, M-70, M-65 (Mobile to Paducah), and the Illinois-Gulf Marine Highway Initiative (see attached).

· will alleviate rail and truck congestion
· Inland Waterway has excess capacity

· container freight volume will double in 7 yrs

· program established by Congress, will need annual appropriations

· program operation still somewhat in flux

$7M recent MARAD grant applications received 6/11/10
· funds must be committed by 9/30/10

· no projects selected for funding

· one initiative recognized, Illinois-Gulf MH, projects along this MH now eligible for funding

M-55 sponsored by MODOT, M-70 sponsored by OhioDOT

· M-55 = New Orleans to StL on Mississippi, StL to Chicago on Illinois Rivers; MODOT will screen projects applying for funding

· M-70 = KC to StL on Missouri, StL to Cairo on Mississippi, Cairo to Pittsburg on Ohio Rivers

· Missouri River currently moving 4.5M tons

Heart of Illinois Regional Port District

· authorized in 2003, Board seated in 2004

· 95-mile length, 38 private cargo terminals

· does not own any property, has bonding authority but no taxing authority
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· most cargo trucked back and forth to Jolliet/Chicago

IRPT putting together request for funding to USDOT

MODOT STIP: only maintenance funding available for next year 

Missouri River Authorized Purposes Study (MRAPS)
· Corps completed a 15-year $35M study with flood-control and navigational priorities that resulted in the 2004 Missouri River Revised Master Water Control Manual

· purpose of current MRAPS is to re-evaluate the 2004 authorized purposes; it’s expected to take 5 years and cost $25M (only $5M has been appropriated thus far)

· present study responds to recreational interests in N. Dakota, which seek to divert water from navigational use
· 40% of the water flowing through the Mississippi River at St. Louis comes from the Missouri River during normal stages, as much as 66% in low water conditions
· Corps will accept comments through 9/20 at http://www.mraps.org/comment-form 
· MODOT’s position is that the study is not warranted because of the 2004 update of the Master Manual and that no further funding should be authorized
Private-sector stakeholders list

· heavy hitters team gathering names

· draft list will be circulated for comments and any possible revisions

Schedule

· Wed., 9/22/10, 12-1:30, next St. Louis River Industry Club luncheon, at Frontenac Hilton; contact STLRiverIndustry@aepriverops.com for reservations.
· Wed., 11/3/10, 11:30-1:30, next Port Working Group meeting, to be sponsored by and held at SLDC
