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Meeting: Project Connect Neighborhood Working Group Date: July 24, 2019 

Location: Flance ELC, 1908 O’Fallon St, St. Louis, MO 63107 Time: 6:00 pm 

  PM: Ja-Mes Watson, III 

    

Intent of Meeting:  

Our motivation is to strategically improve our North St. Louis community. Through monthly meetings we learn of 

regional initiatives that will impact our neighborhoods and work on community enrichment projects that will 

improve safety, eliminate blight and restore our neighborhoods. We hold our monthly Project Connect 

Neighborhood Working Group (PCNWG) meetings on the 4th Wednesday at 6:00 pm.  

 

Attendees: 

LA Megan Erma Shaughnessy Doug Brendan Rose 

Barge Betts Castro Daniels Eller Fehay Green 

Pamela Chaztity Nick Beverly Brian Darby Timetria 

Harris Harvay Humphrey Jones Krueger Latham Murphy-Watson 

Joann Lucienda Chris Myisa Laura   

Rankins-Cannon Smith Walter Whitlock Zacher   

Key Points: 

1. Introductions  

2. PCNWG Overview 

● The Project Connect Neighborhood Working Group (PCNWG) is a volunteer coalition of community 

stakeholders who serve as communication conduits and positive change agents for the community.  

3. Great Rivers Greenway Presentation 

● See attached   

4. Community News  

● See attached the flyers for upcoming community events. 

● Brendan Fehay: U.S. Army Corps hosting Job Training Fair (8/27/2019) 

● Rose Green: SL LAFAAB Festival (8/17/2019) 

● Timetria Murphy-Watson: CHOICE Near Northside Community Meeting (7/30/2019) 
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● Emily O’Brien: NGA Police Force is currently hiring and will recruit employees at the Urban League 

Urban Expo (8/10/2019 - 8/11/2019) 

● Pam Harris: St. Louis Avenue Community Cleanup (7/27/2019) 

● Joann Rankins-Cannon:  

i. Hyde Park Movie Night 

ii. Urban League Urban Expo (8/10-11/2019) 

iii. Pampered Princesses Girls Night is currently accepting applications to teach etiquette to 

young women through mentorship, nail and hair dressing and cosmetology.  

5. N. Jefferson/ Parnell Open House Recap  

● St. Louis Development Corporation and Project Connect hosted the North Jefferson/ Parnell Ave. 

Corridor Open House on July 9, 2019. 

● Data: 

i. Public open 100+ attendees (80 attendees registered) 

ii. The top zip codes represented were 63106, 63107 and 63118.  

iii. The 41-55 age demographic was the largest group represented at the public open house. 

  

 

Above: Graphic displaying the age demographics of the N. Jefferson/Parnell Corridor Public Open House 
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Above: Graphic displaying the zip code representation of N. Jefferson/Parnell Public Open House attendees. The 

two graphics show zip code locations of work sites and the zip code of home locations.   

 

● See attached PowerPoint for images and the flyover video of the proposed N. Jefferson/ Parnell 

Corridor project. 

● Next steps: 

i. SLDC has a formal public comment period until July 31, 2019 

ii. Right of way plans and environmental documentation will be completed by mid-September 

2019 with right-of-way acquisitions taking place in early 2020 

iii. Final plans and construction estimates will be completed by summer 2021 

iv. Construction is tentatively planned for February 2022 - December 2023.  

6. Team Projects (55 minutes) 

● Tonight’s Theme: Placemaking - Refer to glossary of Development Terms - “Placemaking is a multi-

faceted approach to the planning, design and management of public spaces. Placemaking builds 

on a local community’s assets, inspiration, and potential, with the intention of creating public 

spaces that promote people’s health, happiness, and well-being” (Project for Public Spaces, 2015). 
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● By utilizing a physical SWOT analysis, our goal for the placemaking activities were to establish 

opportunities for community development projects by mapping neighborhood assets (strengths), 

challenges (weaknesses), potential opportunities and threats. Through strategic planning and 

execution of projects, we plan to utilize our various talents, and connections to boost existing 

neighborhood assets and address our largest threats to the community’s quality of life. 

● Neighbors presented there identified SWOT analysis 

i. Timetria: 

1. Strength: Fairgrounds Park has the capacity to serve as a regional asset to host 

events and services like Forest Park 

2. Weakness: Unidentified 

3. Opportunity: CHOICE Neighborhood initiative brings national attention to the 

footprint 

4. Threats: Industrial corridor along Farrar St. and N. Florissant is derelict, unclean and has 

long standing environmental issues 

ii. Rose:  

1. Strength: St. Louis Avenue housing and historic preservation 

2. Weakness: Rauschenbach Park (untidy, needs a facelift and cleaning) 

3. Opportunity: Parnell Ave. (business development potential is great being near NGA 

campus) 

4. Threats: 20th St./ St. Louis Ave intersection is dangerous. There are numerous recorded 

vehicle and pedestrian accidents at this intersection. 

iii. Beverly: 

1. Strength: Unidentified 

2. Weakness: Unidentified 

3. Opportunity: Larry Rice Ministries partnership to solve homelessness in Near North St. 

Louis 

4. Threats: Cass and 13th Street Corridor (Current businesses attract crime and devalue 

community members) 

iv. Brian: 

1. Strength: North Newstead Association Partnership - NNA provides great programs 

and resources for the Near North St. Louis community 

2. Weakness: Unidentified 

3. Opportunity: St. Louis Avenue Cultural District (3 Museums located along St. Louis 

Avenue - The Griot, George B. Vashon, and Frederick Douglass Museum) 

4. Threats: Cass and 13th Street Corridor (Current businesses attract crime and devalue 

community members) 
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● Data:   

 

 

Above: Compiled data of SWOT analysis placed by Neighborhood Working Group members.  

 

● Next Steps: 

i. We will determine the identified points that we can have the greatest impact. After 

determining the specific points, we will address, teams are formed and strategy is developed 

to address the issues or further enhance current strengths.  

● See attachments for maps.  

7. Trivia - Prize Giveaway  

● This professional athlete, lived on Dickson Street in North St. Louis, was inducted into the Professional 

Baseball Hall of Fame in 1974, and was considered the fastest man to ever run the base path? 

i. Answer: James “Cool Papa” Bell 

● This North St. Louis/ Project Connect Neighborhood is home to the 1st U.S. housing project to have a 

tenant-led management system, and built by the same firm Leinweber, Yamasaki and Hellmuth 

(Pruitt-Igoe). This neighborhood was also the proud home of tenant rights activist Bertha Gilkey. 

What is the name of this North St. Louis neighborhood? 

i. Answer: Columbus Square  
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● Today’s giveaways were promotional materials from the STL MADE campaign. Check out the STL 

MADE Anthem as regional civic leaders amplify efforts to promote a positive narrative of St. Louis. 

Here is there website to learn more.   

8. Personal Overview and Next Steps 

● Tonight’s meeting was productive and our 1st step of new efforts to strategically enrich our 

community. We established several strengths, weaknesses and most importantly opportunities that 

we can apply resources to address.  

● Next meeting, we will focus on Small Business Economic Gardening, which is an economic 

development model based on the concept that local/small businesses, rather than large 

corporations, drive economies. We will hear from small business development experts and work 

towards growing our local businesses, and coordinate events that will provide opportunities for 

business growth.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

 

For additional information, visit the Project Connect website. Feel free to send comments and questions to 

Ja-Mes Watson, Project Connect Manager, at 314-657-3783 or watsonj@stlouis-mo.gov 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dRFQkz1cSMc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dRFQkz1cSMc
https://thestl.com/
https://www.stlouis-mo.gov/project-connect/

