
N. Jefferson/Parnell Corridor Project 
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 
 

What is the N. Jefferson/Parnell Corridor Project? 
This project will reconstruct two miles of N. Jefferson Avenue and Parnell Street between Market Street and Natural Bridge 
Avenue. The new corridor will be safer and more attractive for people walking, biking, taking transit, and driving.  
 

What is the purpose of the project? 
The City of St. Louis has a great opportunity to revitalize an important part of its community with the relocation of the 
National-Geospatial Intelligence Agency (NGA) into a $1.75B campus in north St. Louis.  While this significant investment 
will provide a state of the art facility for the NGA and its employees, the NGA relocation by itself will do little for the 
community it is moving into without a significant infrastructure investment to connect the NGA employees and related 
businesses to the community it will call home. This project is one way the City of St. Louis is leveraging the NGA campus 
to improve and connect the surrounding community.  Jefferson/Parnell has more lanes than needed for the volume of 
vehicles it carries, even with the new traffic from NGA, and improving the traffic flow, walkability and aesthetics of the 
corridor brings added safety, improve community cohesion and translates to opportunity for economic development. 
 

What are the goals of the project? 
• Improve safety for roadway and sidewalk users 

• Upgrade the poor condition of the roadway, sidewalk and roadside amenities 

• Address increased traffic from the NGA West campus 

• Improve vehicular trip efficiency with new interconnected signals 

• Support the existing community fabric of residents and businesses 

• Encourage economic growth, reinvestment, and infill development 

• Assist in changing neighborhood perceptions through streetscape enhancements 
 

What has been completed to date? 
A traffic study was completed in early 2017 in part to assist in winning a grant application for project funding, which was 
successful.  In May 2018, St. Louis Development Corporation (SLDC) selected a design consultant to complete 30% 
preliminary design plans, and in April 2019, the SLDC, City and MoDOT agencies approved these plans.  Today the 30% 
approved preliminary design plans are being shown for public input.  
 

How has the community been engaged for input during the process? 

Project Connect is a City of St. Louis initiative to understand the potential benefits and impacts surrounding the future site 
of the NGA West campus in north St. Louis.  The first Project Connect meeting was held in 2016, and a series of community 
engagements to solicit community input were held.  In 2017, the Project Connect Action Plan was created and identified 
priority programs or projects where City investment might create the greatest community benefit such as N. Jefferson 
Avenue / Parnell Street. 
 
Once the design of Jefferson/Parnell was underway, design meetings have continued to take place.  They include Project 
Connect's Neighborhood Working Group, adjacent Alderpersons, City of St. Louis engineering staff, MoDOT, NGA, Metro, 
MSD, GRG, utility companies, fire, police, schools and others. 
 

What else is happening in the corridor and its surrounding area? 
The project connects with several planned and active design projects in the area.  See Adjacent Projects Map at Station 2. 
 

How long will it take before we see any changes? 
Construction for Section 1 of the project, Market Street to Cass Avenue, is planned for February 2022 through December 
of 2023.  Construction for Section 2 of the project, Cass Avenue to Natural Bridge Avenue, is currently unfunded.  
 



How is this project being funded and how much will it cost? 
Section 1 – Market Street to Cass Avenue (plus St. Louis Avenue Intersection):   
Funding 

• Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality (CMAQ) Grant, awarded in FY2018 by East-West Gateway, Federal 
Highway Administration (FHWA) Funds 

• Anticipated Surface Transportation Program – Suballocated (STP-S) Grant, FY2020 award announcement 
November 2019 by East-West Gateway, Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) Funds 

• Local Match Funds provided by Land Clearance for Redevelopment Authority (LCRA) of the City of St. Louis, 
Annual Appropriation Redevelopment Revenue Bonds  

Costs 

• Preliminary Construction Cost = $13.8 Million 
 

Section 2 – Cass Avenue to Natural Bridge Avenue:   
Funding 

• Anticipate Federal funding applications Early 2020, with award announcements likely Late 2020, U.S. 
Department of Transportation (USDOT) or Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) Funds 

• Local Match Funds provided by Land Clearance for Redevelopment Authority (LCRA) of the City of St. Louis, 
Annual Appropriation Redevelopment Revenue Bonds  

Costs 

• Preliminary Construction Cost = $8.0 Million 
 

What sort of changes can we expect? 
• New Pavement 

• Lane Reductions 

• Traffic Calming Measures 

• Relocated Curb Line and Improved Storm Sewer 

• New Signals 

• ADA-Compliant Corridor 

• Streetscape & Aesthetics = LED street lighting, pedestrian lighting, plantings, shade trees 

• On-Street Parking Improvements 
 

How will this impact traffic from Market Street to Natural Bridge Avenue? 

A traffic study completed in 2017 found that this project could reduce delays and increase the average speed in this 
corridor from 14 to 19 mph. 
 

Will there be any property acquisition? 
Yes. Small slivers of right-of-way are needed at some corners of the major intersections to construct new signals and build 
ADA curb ramps.  Additionally, temporary construction easements throughout the project are needed to rebuild the 
sidewalk and place the roadside amenities.   
 

What are the next steps? 
Public comments will be accepted until July 30, 2019.  Right-of-way plans and environmental documentation will be 
completed by mid-September of 2019 with right-of-way acquisitions taking place in early 2020.  Final plans, specifications, 
and construction cost estimates will be completed in the summer 2021, including traffic signals, roadway design, 
aesthetics and stormwater design, and lighting. Construction is tentatively planned for February 2022 through December 
of 2023. 
 

What kind of feedback are you seeking? 
We want to hear your reactions to the preliminary designs. How will this affect your sense of safety or experience walking, 
biking, or taking transit through this corridor? Would this make it more pleasant to be on Jefferson? Does it seem like a 
positive change to your neighborhood? How could this be done differently for it to work better for you? 


