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BOARD BILL NO. 163       INTRODUCED BY ALDERMAN JOSEPH VACCARO 1 

An ordinance submitting to the qualified voters of the City of St. Louis a 2 

proposed amendment to the Charter of the City of St. Louis to require that the Assessor 3 

be duly elected by the registered voters of the City of St. Louis, by amending existing 4 

Section 2 of Article II and amending existing Section 1 of Article VIII; providing for an 5 

election to be held therefor and the manner of voting thereat; and containing an 6 

emergency clause. 7 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF ST. LOUIS, AS FOLLOWS: 8 

SECTION ONE. The following amendment to the Charter of the City of St. 9 

Louis is hereby proposed and submitted to the voters of the City of St. Louis and shall be 10 

voted upon at an election to be held as hereinafter provided. 11 

Article II, Section 2 of the Charter of the City of St. Louis is hereby repealed and 12 

in its place, a new Section 2 is hereby inserted to read as follows: 13 

Section 2 – Mayor, comptroller, and assessor. 14 

At the general city election in 1917, and every four years 15 

thereafter, a mayor and comptroller shall be elected each for a term of four 16 

years and until his or her successor qualifies. At a special election to take 17 

place in 2017, and at the general city election in 2021, and every four 18 

years thereafter, an assessor shall be elected for a term of four years and 19 

until his or her successor qualifies. 20 

Article VIII, Section 1 of the Charter of the City of St. Louis is hereby repealed 21 

and in its place, a new Section 1 is hereby inserted to read as follows: 22 
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Section 1 - Appointments to be made by mayor; tenure.  1 

The mayor shall appoint the following officers at his convenience, 2 

to hold for the term for which he was elected and until their successors 3 

qualify: supply commissioner, register, city counselor, city marshal, city 4 

court judges, clerk of city courts, president board of public service, 5 

director of public utilities, director of streets, director of welfare, director 6 

of parks, recreation and forestry, director of health and hospitals and 7 

director of public safety.  8 

SECTION TWO. The foregoing proposed amendment to the Charter of the City 9 

of St. Louis shall be submitted to the qualified voters of the City at the next available 10 

election at which this proposal can be lawfully submitted, and if said proposed 11 

amendment shall receive in its favor the number of votes required by law, such 12 

amendment shall be adopted and become a part of the Charter of the City of St. Louis 13 

from the date of said election. Qualified voters of the City of St. Louis may at the election 14 

aforesaid vote a ballot in substantially the following form: 15 
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OFFICIAL BALLOT 1 
Instructions to voters: 2 
To vote in favor of the proposition submitted upon this ballot, 3 

place an "X" in the square opposite the word "Yes" and to vote against any 4 
proposition submitted upon this ballot, place an "X" in the square opposite 5 
the word "No." 6 

 7 
Amendment to the City Charter 8 

Proposition to amend the Charter of the City of St. Louis by 9 
amending Article II, Section 2 and Article VIII, Section 1 to require that 10 
the Assessor of the City of St. Louis be elected by the voters of the City of 11 
St. Louis rather than appointed by the Mayor, all as set forth in Ordinance 12 
No. ___________, a copy of which is available at all polling places. 13 

YES [ ] 14 
NO [ ] 15 

The Board of Election Commissioners shall provide the ballots or voting 16 

machines or both and conduct the election and shall ascertain and certify the result 17 

thereof according to the law. If voting machines are used, the aforesaid "OFFICIAL 18 

BALLOT" shall be placed or posted on the said voting machines wherever said machines 19 

are used under the direction of the Board of Election Commissioners for the City of St. 20 

Louis and according to law. 21 

SECTION THREE. Upon the approval of this ordinance, it shall be published in 22 

the City Journal, the official publication of the City of St. Louis, Missouri. Proof of the 23 

publication of this ordinance shall be made by affidavit of the City Register, and such 24 

affidavit shall be filed in the office of the City Register and a copy of such publication 25 

shall be attached thereto. 26 

SECTION FOUR. Upon the approval of this amendment to the Charter of the 27 

City of St. Louis, it shall be certified, deposited and recorded as required by Article VI, 28 

Section 33 of the Constitution of Missouri. 29 
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SECTION FIVE. This being a bill calling for an election for submission to the 1 

people of an amendment to the Charter of the City of St. Louis, it is hereby declared to be 2 

an emergency measure and shall become effective immediately upon its passage and 3 

approval by the Mayor. 4 


