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An Ordinance making it unlawful to possess marijuana; providing an exception 1 

for lawfully prescribed medical marijuana; containing a severability clause, penalty 2 

clause and an effective date clause. 3 

WHEREAS, the Missouri State Court system and Circuit Attorney’s Office of 4 

the City of St. Louis currently handle a multitude of marijuana possession cases; 5 

WHEREAS, valuable prosecutorial resources are utilized in prosecuting 6 

marijuana offenses; 7 

WHEREAS, the City Counselor’s Office of the City of St. Louis has available 8 

resources to prosecute minor marijuana offenses in an efficient and expeditious manner  9 

in City Court thereby allowing State resources to be focused on more serious crime; 10 

WHEREAS, people should not possess the controlled substance of marijuana, but 11 

also should not incur unreasonably harsh consequences as a result of possession of minor 12 

amounts; 13 

WHEREAS, valid legal prescriptions for medicinal marijuana should be 14 

recognized.  15 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF ST. LOUIS AS FOLLOWS: 16 

SECTION ONE.  Unlawful Possession.   17 

It shall be unlawful for any person to possess marijuana as defined in Chapter 18 

195.010 et. seq. of the Revised Statutes of Missouri as amended.   19 

SECTION TWO.  Medical Marijuana Exception.   20 

Patients for whom marijuana has been legally prescribed by a physician, shall not 21 

be in violation of this Ordinance for obtaining possessing or using marijuana pursuant to 22 

such prescription.   23 
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 SECTION THREE.  Penalty Clause.   1 

Any person violating this Ordinance shall be subject to a fine of not less than one 2 

hundred dollars and not more than five hundred dollars or by imprisonment for not more 3 

than ninety days, or by both fine and imprisonment.   4 

SECTION FOUR.  Severability Clause.  5 

The provisions of this section are severable.  If any provision of this Ordinance is 6 

declared invalid, that invalidity shall not affect other provisions of the Ordinance which 7 

can be given effect without the invalid provision. 8 

SECTION FIVE.  Effective Date.   9 

This Ordinance shall take effect on January 1, 2013. 10 


