
RESOLUTION NUMBER 180 
Bishop Lawrence Wooten 

 
WHEREAS,  during the recently held 105th Holy Convocation of the Church of God in Christ 
(COGIC), Bishop Lawrence Wooten of Williams Temple COGIC was elected to serve on the 
COGIC General Board, the denomination’s top office.  Bishop Wooten was one of twelve 
bishops voted into office by the COGIC General Assembly for a term of four years; and 
 
WHEREAS,  the COGIC General Board is responsible for establishing and executing policies 
for the membership as well as sustaining and perpetuating spiritual order within the church.  The 
Church of God in Christ has 6.5 million members nationwide.  Bishop Charles E. Blake, Jr. of 
Los Angeles, California is the Presiding Bishop; and 
 
WHEREAS, Bishop Wooten has a rich history as a master builder, teacher, visionary and 
administrator.  In the secular world, he is a leader among men and a skilled educator.  He has 
served as pastor of Williams Temple COGIC for 33 years.  Under his leadership, Williams 
Temple has thrived.  In 1986, an extensive renovation of the sanctuary and education building of 
Williams Temple was completed.  Efforts have been made to rehabilitate the property 
surrounding the intersection of Union and Dr. M.L. King Drive where Bishop Wooten is also the 
proprietor of the LMW Plaza which houses a restaurant, car wash, hair salon, barber shop, 
jewelry store and beauty supply store; and 
 
WHEREAS,  Williams Temple has over 45 outreach ministries that include drug rehabilitation, 
health and nutrition programs, an award winning GED program, housing assistance, financial 
management classes, feed the hungry, family and marital counseling to name a few.  Bishop 
Wooten also founded the acclaimed Neighborhood Outreach Center, Family Life Center, two 
charter schools, and most recently, the Loving Care Adult Day Care Center; and 
 
WHEREAS, in 2000, Bishop Wooten was appointed presiding Bishop of the Ecclesiastical 
Jurisdiction of Eastern Missouri/Western Illinois Church of God in Christ.  In 2003, he was 
appointed as Chairman of the Bishop’s Education Committee of the Church of God in Christ.  In 
2005, he was appointed Regional Bishop with the responsibility of providing oversight for five 
(5) other Ecclesiastical Prelates; and 
 
WHEREAS, Bishop Wooten is a member of the St. Louis Black Caucus and the Ecumenical 
Leadership Council.  He has served as Chaplain of the 7th District Police Department, the Board 
of Directors for the Fathers Support Group and the Billy Graham Crusade.  He is involved in 
several community improvement projects within metropolitan St. Louis. 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Aldermen of the City of St. Louis 
that we pause in our deliberations to recognize Bishop Lawrence Wooten for his new leadership 
position and wish him continued success in his new endeavor and we further direct the Clerk of 
this Board to spread a copy of this Resolution across the minutes of these proceedings and to 
prepare a commemorative copy to the end that it may be presented to our honoree at a time and 
place deemed appropriate by the Sponsor. 
 
Introduced on the 30th day of November, 2012 by: 
 
Honorable Jeffrey L. Boyd, Alderman 22nd Ward 
 
Adopted this the 30th day of November, 2012 as attested by: 
 
 
_______________________    __________________________ 
David W. Sweeney     Lewis E. Reed 
Clerk, Board of Aldermen    President, Board of Aldermen 
 
 


