RESOLUTION NUMBER 203
The 25™ Anniversary of Take 6

WHEREAS, we have been apprised that Take 6 is celebrating their 25" anniversary; and

WHEREAS, Take 6 is the most awarded vocal group in history (10 Grammy Awards, 10 Dove Awards, a
Soul Train Award, and more); and

WHEREAS, Take 6 (Claude McKnight, Mark Kibble, Joel Kibble, Dave Thomas, Alvin Chea and
Khristian Dentley), heralded by Quincy Jones as the "baddest vocal cats on the planet!” is the
quintessential a cappela group and model for vocal genius. Six virtuosic voices united in crystal clear
harmony, against a backdrop of syncopated rhythms, innovative arrangements, and funky grooves that
bubble into an intoxicating brew of gospel, jazz, R&B, and pop; and

WHEREAS, with praise from such luminaries as Ray Charles, Stevie Wonder, Brian Wilson, Ella
Fitzgerald and Whitney Houston, the multi-platinum selling sextet has toured across the globe,
collaborated across genres, and is recognized as the pre-eminent a capella group in the world. With the
popularity of televised vocal competitions such as the explosive a cappella show The Sing Off and the
mania over singing driven comedy-dramas like Glee and Smash, Take 6 is the original torchbearer; and

WHEREAS, two major recent events reminded everyone of this as Take 6 triumphed among a gathering
of stars including Celine Dion, Lionel Richie, Justin Timberlake, Stevie Nicks, Ne-Yo, and more. At
Walmart's 50th Anniversary celebration, Take 6 captivated the audience with their rendition of the Louis
Armstrong hit, What A Wonderful World. Showing the global reach of this phenomenal group, Take 6
closed the show with Ladysmith Black Mambazo to a standing ovation! Two weeks later at the behest of
legendary Producer Phil Ramone, Take 6 thrilled a sold-out audience at the Songwriters Hall of Fame
Awards performing with and honoring legendary singer-songwriter Ben E. King on his classic "Stand By
Me."; and

WHEREAS, Take 6 has come a long way from their days at Huntsville, Alabama's Oakwood College
where McKnight formed the group as The Gentleman's Estate Quartet in 1980. When tenor Mark Kibble
heard the group rehearsing in the dorm bathroom, he joined in the harmonies and performed on stage that
night. When Mervyn Warren joined shortly afterward, they took the name Alliance. Yet, when they
signed to Reprise Records/Warner Bros. in 1987, they found that there was another group with the same
name, so they became Take 6. Their self-titled debut CD won over jazz and pop critics, scored two 1988
Grammy Awards, landed in the Top Ten Billboard Contemporary Jazz and Contemporary Christian
Charts, and they've never slowed down. What makes the music and the group last this long? The
answers are direct and simple: faith, friendship, respect, and love of music; and

WHEREAS, such qualities garnered them awards beyond musical category - a Soul Train Award and
two NAACP Image Award nominations. From their exceptional live performances to their recordings,
these qualities remain at the heart of the Take 6 phenomenon.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Aldermen of the City of St. Louis that we
pause in our deliberations to recognize the 25" anniversary of Take 6 and we wish them continued
success, achievement and accomplishment and we further direct the Clerk of this Board to spread a copy
of this Resolution across the minutes of these proceedings and to prepare a commemorative copy to the
end that it may be presented to our honoree at a time and place deemed appropriate by the Sponsor.

Introduced on the 20th of December, 2012 by:
Honorable Marlene Davis, Alderwoman 19th Ward

Adopted this the 20th of December, 2012 as attested by:

David W. Sweeney Lewis E. Reed
Clerk, Board of Aldermen President, Board of Aldermen



