
 
RESOLUTION NUMBER 218 

Xernona Clayton 
 

WHEREAS, Xernona Clayton is the Founder, President and CEO of the Trumpet Awards Foundation, Inc. and 
Creator and Executive Producer of the Foundation’s Trumpet Awards.  The Trumpet Awards is a prestigious event 
highlighting African American accomplishments and contributions.  Initiated in 1993 by Turner Broadcasting, the 
Trumpet Awards has been televised annually and distributed internationally to over 185 countries around the world; 
and 
 
WHEREAS, Ms. Clayton began her television career in 1967 and became the south’s first Black person to have her 
own television show.  The Xernona Clayton show was a regular feature on WAGA-TV, CBS affiliate in Atlanta; 
and 
 
WHEREAS, Xernona Clayton was employed at Turner Broadcasting for nearly 30 years where she served as a 
corporate executive.  In 1988, Xernona Clayton was appointed Corporate Vice President for Urban Affairs with 
Turner Broadcasting System, Inc.  In this capacity, she directed internal and external projects for the Corporation, 
and served as liaison between Turner Broadcasting (TBS SuperStation, CNN, Headline News, TNT, Atlanta Braves 
and Atlanta Hawks) and civic groups in Atlanta and across the country.  As a corporate executive, Ms. Clayton was 
one of the highest-ranking female employees in Turner Broadcasting System; and 
 
WHEREAS, Xernona moved to Atlanta in 1965 where she accepted a position with the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference and worked closely with the late Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.  Ms. Clayton also traveled 
extensively with Mrs. Coretta Scott King on her nationwide concert tours; and 
 
WHEREAS, dedicated to promoting racial understanding, Xernona Clayton has been a leader in civic projects and 
civil rights activities for several years.  In 1966, she coordinated the activities of Atlanta’s Black doctors in a project 
called Doctors’ Committee for Implementation, which resulted in the desegregation of all hospital facilities in 
Atlanta.  This project served as a model and a pilot for other states throughout the country and received national 
honor from the National Medical Association for its impact; and 
 
WHEREAS, her persistent fight against the dragons of prejudice and bigotry was never more apparent than in 1968, 
when the Grand Dragon of the Ku Klux Klan denounced the Klan and credited Xernona’s influence with his change; 
and 
 
WHEREAS, Ms. Clayton’s dedication to the community is reflected in the many hours she spends promoting 
human relations through bi-racial groups devoted to improving racial understanding; and 
                                                                                                                                                     
WHEREAS, a recipient of numerous media awards, Xernona has been widely honored for her contributions to 
humanity.  She is included in various editions of some very impressive biographical publications; and 
 
WHEREAS, “The Peaceful Warrior” a biography of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. authored by her late husband Ed 
Clayton and co-authored by Xernona in the revised editions, has been published in several languages.  Xernona 
Clayton’s autobiography, “I’ve Been Marching All the Time”, was published in 1991; and 
 
WHEREAS, in private life, she is married to Judge Paul L. Brady.  She is a member of Ebenezer Baptist Church, 
formerly co-pastored by Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. and Dr. Martin Luther King, Sr. and a member of Alpha Kappa 
Alpha Sorority. 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Aldermen of the City of St. Louis that we pause in our 
deliberations to recognize Xernona Clayton and we wish her continued success, achievement and accomplishment 
and we further direct the Clerk of this Board to spread a copy of this Resolution across the minutes of these 
proceedings and to prepare a commemorative copy to the end that it may be presented to our honorees at a time and 
place deemed appropriate by the Sponsor. 
 
Introduced on the 11th day of January, 2013 by: 
 
Honorable Marlene Davis, Alderman 19th Ward 
 
Adopted this the 11th day of January, 2013 as attested by: 
 
_______________________    __________________________ 
David W. Sweeney     Lewis E. Reed 
Clerk, Board of Aldermen     President, Board of Aldermen 


