
Resolution No. 222 
Hispanic Heritage Month 

 
WHEREAS, each year, Americans observe National Hispanic Heritage Month from 
September 15 to October 15, by celebrating the histories, cultures and contributions of 
American citizens whose ancestors came from Spain, Mexico, the Caribbean and Central 
and South America; and 
 
WHEREAS, the observation started in 1968 as Hispanic Heritage Week under President 
Lyndon Johnson and was expanded by President Ronald Reagan in 1988 to cover a 30-
day period; and 
 
WHEREAS, the day of September 15 is significant because it is the anniversary of 
independence for Latin American countries Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, 
Honduras and Nicaragua. In addition, Mexico and Chile celebrate their independence 
days on September 16 and September 18, respectively. Also, Columbus Day or Día de la 
Raza, which is October 12, falls within this 30 day period; and 
 
WHEREAS, incorporated on April 28, 1982, the Hispanic Chamber of Commerce of 
Metropolitan St. Louis strives to promote the economic development of Hispanic-owned 
businesses and improve business opportunities for all in the St. Louis region; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Chamber fulfills this mission by increasing the competitiveness of its 
member businesses in local, state and international markets. The Chamber is the 
cornerstone for the Hispanic business community, and looks to participate in present and 
future business developments of metropolitan St. Louis.  
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Aldermen of the City of St. 
Louis that we pause in our deliberations to recognize and observe National Hispanic 
Heritage Month and the contributions the Hispanic Chamber of Commerce of 
Metropolitan St. Louis and we further direct the Clerk of this Board to spread a copy of 
this Resolution across the minutes of these proceedings and to prepare a commemorative 
copy to the end that it may be presented to our honoree at a time and place deemed 
appropriate by the Sponsor. 
 
Introduced on the 7th day of October, 2011 by: 
 
Honorable Lewis E. Reed, President of the Board of Aldermen 
Honorable Jennifer Florida, Alderwoman 15th Ward 
Honorable Terry Kennedy, Alderman 18th Ward 
 
Adopted this the 7th day of October, 2011 as attested by: 
 
___________________   __________________________ 
David W. Sweeney    Lewis E. Reed 
Clerk, Board of Aldermen   President, Board of Aldermen 


