Resolution Number 290
The Joint Venture of Cote Brilliante Presbyterian Church and Central Reform
Congregation
WHEREAS, Cote Brilliante Presbyterian Church and Central Reform Congregation are
celebrating the 20™ Anniversary of their Joint Venture; and

WHEREAS, this Joint VVenture began after their first shared Dr. Martin Luther King
Service which was led by Reverend William G. Gillespie of CBPC and Rabbi Susan
Talve of CRC; and

WHEREAS, this Joint Venture was instituted by CRC’s Chris Hexter and CBPC’s Daisy
Bowden and Dr. Ivory Johnson; and

WHEREAS, this Joint Venture has remained committed to creating a more inclusive
community, improving communication and cooperation among different people, building
relationships with people who are different from each of us and fighting the city’s
problems; and

WHEREAS, this Joint Venture has facilitated in encouraging members of the
congregations to connect; and

WHEREAS, both congregations have joined in building a home for Habitat for
Humanity, both are jointly involved in the Grace Hill Neighborhood Winterization
Project as well as both congregations work on a variety of programs at the St. Louis City
Juvenile Detention Center; and

WHEREAS, in 1996 CPBC’s Jesse C. Swanigan and CRC’s Phillip Deitch became
Co-Chairpersons and led the congregation in a six month diversity training program
which evolved into the Dialogue Group that meets monthly; and

WHEREAS, both congregations have deepened their understanding of racism and anti-
Semitism; and

WHEREAS, both congregations pledge on this 20" anniversary to stay committed to
joint action, being willing to try new ways to achieve improved inter-racial and inter-
religious relations.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Aldermen for the City of St.
Louis that we pause in our deliberations to recognize the 20" Anniversary of the Joint
Venture of Cote Brilliante Presbyterian Church and Central Reform Congregation and
thank them for their contributions to the city and direct the Clerk of this Board to prepare
a commemorative copy of this resolution to the end that it may be presented to our
honorees at a time and place deemed appropriate by the sponsor.

Introduced on the 13th day of January, 2012 by:
Honorable Lewis E. Reed, President of the Board of Aldermen

Adopted this the 13th day of January, 2012 as attested by:

David W. Sweeney Lewis E. Reed
Clerk, Board of Aldermen President, Board of Aldermen



