
RESOLUTION NUMBER 112 
WHEREAS, we pause in our deliberations to note the passing of lifelong St. Louis resident, Rochelle 

“Roki” Lenore Patterson; and  
 

WHEREAS, Rochelle Lenore Patterson was born in St. Louis, Missouri at the historic Homer G. 
Phillips Hospital on August 17, 1953. She was the first born child of Cornelia and Oscar Patterson who preceded 
her in passing.  Rochelle accepted Christ at an early age at Star Bethel Missionary Baptist Church in the 
company of her doting grandparents, mother and aunt. She attended the St. Louis Public Schools where she was 
an excellent and popular student; graduating from Roosevelt High School in June 1971; and 

 
WHEREAS, Rochelle, or “Roki” as she endearingly came to be known by all, set out for Atlanta, 

Georgia where she attended Spelman College and earned a B.A. in Theatre Production. She was a talented 
performer who loved music, dance, writing and singing. Being a creative and charismatic soul, she enjoyed 
rubbing elbows with fellow entertainers and often reminisced of the days when she  “hung out” with the likes of 
Parliament, The Funkadelics and future celebrities like Samuel L. Jackson, to name a few.  After giving birth to 
her son Alex, Roki settled in St. Louis where she remained until the present; and 
 

WHEREAS, Roki loved the theater and worked tirelessly with various production companies while 
simultaneously pursuing a career in social services; beginning with the Missouri Division of Family Services 
where she worked for over 13 years. To Roki, theater and social services made a perfect match and she usually 
found ways to merge the two to serve the greater good of the community. She excelled, however, in the theater, 
where her gift for lighting design and technical direction kept her in high demand by such notable theater 
companies as the St. Louis Black Repertory Co. & Liberty Playhouse, where she served as Technical Director 
for nearly 10 years; and 
 

WHEREAS, She will always be remembered as an advocate for the disadvantaged. After losing many 
loved ones to the HIV/AIDS epidemic of the 1980’s, Roki embarked upon her own personal crusade to promote 
AIDS awareness and education; working for St. Louis Effort For AIDS (EFA) and Doorways and creating 
lasting programs to benefit those struggling to live with that dreadful disease; and 

 
WHEREAS, Roki loved the Lord and always incorporated “church work” into her adult life. She was an 

active member of St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church and also fellowshipped with many other churches over the 
years as she collaborated on various community projects she was involved in.  In recent years, Roki shifted her 
focus to helping the homeless and unemployed while working at Immanuel Lutheran Church; and 

 
WHEREAS, Roki went home to be with the Lord on Tuesday, June 10, 2008. She is survived by her son: 
Alexander M. Patterson of Cape Girardeau, Missouri, grandsons: Trevion and DeOnte, life-partner: Charles 
(Anthony) Harmon, brother: Michael L. Patterson of Dallas, Texas, aunt: Augusta Harvey, of Atlanta, Georgia, 
cousins: Angela Harvey of Vancouver, B.C. Canada, Barbara Harvey of Atlanta, Georgia and Deborah Patterson 
of St. Louis.  Roki will truly be missed by all of her relatives as well as an extraordinary host of friends who are 
her extended family. 
 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Aldermen of the City of St. Louis that we 
pause to remember the many contributions of Rochelle “Roki” Lenore Patterson to the citizens of the City of St. 
Louis and we join with her many friends in expressing our sorrow at her passing, and we further direct the Clerk 
of this Board to spread a copy of this Resolution across the minutes of these proceedings and to prepare a 
memorial copy for presentation to the Patterson family, at a time and place deemed appropriate by the Sponsor 
 
Introduced on the 20th day of June, 2008 by: 
 
Honorable Marlene Davis, Alderwoman 19th Ward 
 
Adopted this the 20th day of June, 2008 as attested by: 
 
_______________________    __________________________ 
David W. Sweeney     Lewis E. Reed 
Clerk, Board of Aldermen    President, Board of Aldermen 



 
 
 
 
 


