
RESOLUTION NUMBER 117 
 

WHEREAS, we pause in our deliberations to note the untimely passing of lifelong St. 
Louis resident, James Calvin Banks; and 
 
 WHEREAS, James Calvin Banks was born on February 28, 1951 to Laverne Goodwin 
Banks and James Wyman Banks in St. Louis, Missouri. He came home to the historical Ville 
Neighborhood; and 
 
 WHEREAS, James attended Simmons Elementary, Turner Middle and Sumner High 
School, graduating in 1969. During his years at Sumner High School he was active with the 
basketball team as the team manager. From Sumner he attended and received his Associates 
Degree from St. Louis Community College at Forest Park in Criminal Justice in 1972; and 
 
 WHEREAS, On September 6, 1970, James met and fell in love with Cynthia L. 
Hamilton on the McDonald's parking lot at Kingshighway and Natural Bridge. From this chance 
encounter (both had been at Steinberg Skating Ring that evening but did not see each other) the 
two became almost inseparable. The two were married on October 7, 1974. From this union was 
born three children one daughter Electa-Michelle Renee', two sons Jason Everett (preceded in 
1993) and Brandon Casey; and 
 
 WHEREAS, James always believed that it was important to be a role model. He took an 
active part not only in the lives of his children but those that were around the neighborhood and 
the friends of his sons who were looking for that father figure. He did this by encouraging all to 
take an active part in developing their life through education. James always tried to keep in 
contact with all the young men whose lives he touched to offer comforting words of wisdom if 
needed; and  
 
 WHEREAS, giving back to the community was only one way that helped him serve as a 
role model. James Calvin was an active member of the Girl Scouts of Greater St. Louis, where he 
served as chairperson for District III. In the Farragut  PTO, he served as President and was 
awarded the Parent of the Year Award by the then principal, Jimmie Irons. He was a coach of the 
basketball teams at the Herbert Hoover Boys and Girls Club and  assistant coach of a winning 
baseball team. He served in the capacity of Chairperson for the Williams/Turner Community 
Education Center for more than 18 years; during which time he also served as the chair for the 
chairpersons' board. He was active with the 8th District Police Community Affair and the 4th  
Ward Democratic Organization. James served as the chair for the Neighborhood Association for 
the Maffitt Avenue Community Group. Once a Bulldog always a Bulldog, James served as the 
first reunion chairperson for the Sumner Alumni Association Class of 1969 and remained a 
member; and 
 
 WHEREAS, James worked for the Department of the Army, Human Resources 
Command - St. Louis. During his 25 years of employment, James was in charge of the blood 
drives, helped coordinate the Mentor Program, was a committee member for Organization Day 
and other various activities; and 
 

WHEREAS, James has always held a place for God in his heart but during the renewal 
of his wedding vows for their 25th anniversary he was baptized in the Catholic faith. James was 
an active member at St. Matthew the Apostle where he was involved with the Holy Name 
Society and the Knights of Peter Claver, Fr. Zimmerman Council 150. James was presently the 
Grand Knight. James never shied away from what he considered his duty to the church. He was 
active in the Friday Fish Fry’s, Mardi Gras booth, Auction Sunday and the annual card party. 



When the Men of St. Matt’s opened Fat Matt’s Bar-B-Que – he was right there helping his wife 
run the operation and cook; and  

 
WHEREAS, James leaves behind his wife, Cynthia; his daughter, F. Michelle (Mickie); 

his son Brandon (Hannefah); granddaughter, Angelica; grandsons, Jabari and Amir; brother, 
Kenneth (Princella), a host of in-laws, nieces, nephews, great nieces, great nephews; cousins, 
close friends and associates. He opened his heart and let all in. He was loved by many and will 
truly be missed.  
 
 NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Aldermen of the City of St. 
Louis that we pause to remember the many contributions of James Calvin Banks to the citizens 
of the City of St. Louis and we join with his many friends in expressing our sorrow at his 
passing, and we further direct the Clerk of this Board to spread a copy of this Resolution across 
the minutes of these proceedings and to prepare a memorial copy for presentation to the Banks 
family, at a time and place deemed appropriate by the Sponsor. 
 
Introduced on the 27th day of June, 2008 by: 
 
Honorable Samuel L. Moore Alderman 4th Ward 
 
Adopted this the 27th day of June, 2008 as attested by: 
 
 
_______________________    __________________________ 
David W. Sweeney     Lewis E. Reed 
Clerk, Board of Aldermen    President, Board of Aldermen 
 
 
 


