
RESOLUTION NUMBER 160 
 

WHEREAS, we pause in our deliberations to note the untimely passing of longtime St. Louis 
resident, Bernice Dianne Smith; and  
 

WHEREAS, Bernice Diane Smith was born October 20, 1944 in Coulterville, Illinois.  She was 
the only child of Edward William Johnson and Nora Mae Oliver Johnson.  Her grandmother Zelpha 
Oliver played a major role in her life; and 
 

WHEREAS, Bernice Dianne Smith, beloved by all who knew her, was always called Dianne by 
her family and those that knew her best; and 
 

WHEREAS, as Diane grew up in Coulterville township and was educated and graduated from 
Coulterville High School and went on to attend Southern Illinois University; and 
 

WHEREAS, Diane held various jobs, including 16 years at Carter Carburetor and for the last 
21 years Diane served as administrative assistant to Wayman Smith, an executive at Anheuser-Busch 
Companies.  Diane was the executive secretary to Johnny Furr, Director of Community Affairs and 
Urban Development at Anheuser-Busch until her untimely death; and 

 
WHEREAS, Diane’s life was a testament of her belief in God.  She was never afraid to reach 

out to help someone; she was vivacious and never met a stranger.  She was a great community servant, 
wife and mother.  She passed away September 10, 2008 and will be truly missed. 
 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Aldermen of the City of St. Louis 
that we pause to remember the many contributions of Bernice Dianne Smith to the citizens of the City 
of St. Louis and we join with her many friends in expressing our sorrow at her passing, and we further 
direct the Clerk of this Board to spread a copy of this Resolution across the minutes of these 
proceedings and to prepare a memorial copy for presentation to the Smith family, at a time and place 
deemed appropriate by the Sponsor. 
 
Introduced on the 15th day of September, 2008 by: 
 
Honorable Freeman Bosley, Sr., Alderman 3rd Ward 
 
Adopted this the 15th day of September, 2008 as attested by: 
 
 
_______________________    __________________________ 
David W. Sweeney     Lewis E. Reed 
Clerk, Board of Aldermen    President, Board of Aldermen 
 
 
 
 
 


