
RESOLUTION NUMBER 211 
Charlie Dooley 

 
WHEREAS, we have been apprised that on Thursday, October 23, 2008 at the Hyatt Hotel the Metro 

Sentinel Journal News will convene its 33rd Annual “Yes I Can” awards banquet; and  
 
 WHEREAS, under the leadership of Michael C. Williams, owner and publisher, the Metro Sentinel Journal 
News continues to recognize the meaningful contributions of stellar St. Louisans; and 
 
 WHEREAS, local leaders have been nominated by their peers and admirers as “Special Achievers” in 2008; 
and  
 
 WHEREAS, these local leaders have established themselves as outstanding professionals in the public, 
private, non-profit, government and educational sectors; and 
 

WHEREAS, Charlie A. Dooley grew up in St. Louis and attended Clark Elementary in North St. Louis and 
graduated from Wellston High School. As a very young man he became a mentor by coaching the youth of his North 
County neighborhood in baseball for a local Police Association.  He developed a natural ability as a role model, and his 
early coaching was soon followed by many more admirable commitments during his lifetime; and 
 

WHEREAS, in 1965, he enlisted in the United States Army and was stationed in the Republic of Vietnam in 
1966 and 1967. As a Specialist, 5th Class, he received an honorable discharge in 1968.  After his military tour of duty, 
he came home and went to work at McDonnell-Douglas Co.  He enjoyed a thirty-year career there before retiring and 
moving on to a new vocation in public service; and 

 
WHEREAS, during the years at McDonnell Douglas, Dooley also became more active in citizen affairs and 

soon progressed to his current and longstanding incumbency as Committeeman of Normandy Township. From there, he 
went on to his Mayoral position for the City of Northwoods . While mayor of his hometown, he invested an enormous 
amount of time into the community at large by serving as President of the Missouri Chapter of Black Mayors, President 
of the St. Louis County Municipal League, Co-Chair of the Normandy Communities Forum, Treasurer of the Mayors 
of Small Cities organization and member of the St. Louis County Economic Council. He was a delegate to the 
Democratic National Convention in 1988 and in 2004; and 

 
WHEREAS, following his extensive responsibilities as mayor of Northwoods, Dooley's career expanded 

even further when he was elected First District Councilman of St. Louis County. Then in 2003, he was appointed to the 
position of St. Louis County Executive.  He then went on to be elected to the office of County Executive in November 
of 2004, and reelected in November 2006 by a landslide majority.  As County Executive, Dooley now manages a 
county of one million people and a budget in excess of $500 million.  Along with his many duties as County Executive, 
Dooley is also a member of the East-West Gateway Coordinating Council Board of Directors and oversees the St. 
Louis County Economic Council; and 

 
WHEREAS, as his responsibilities have grown and expanded, his list of priorities also continues to expand 

and grow.  Included on that list are economic development initiatives such as the almost 600-acre NorthPark 
Development and the innovative St. Louis County Economic Collaborative, which was created to connect 
municipalities and the region at large drawing national attention from business leaders and economic development 
professionals seeking to establish or expand their businesses in St. Louis County .  In another collaborative effort, 
Dooley took part in the first joint meeting between the St. Louis County Council and the St. Charles County Council.  
The two councils agreed to meet regularly in an effort to work together on issues of regional importance.  He also 
championed the County's Family Mental Health Collaborative, which is now being used on a national level as a 
creative solution to the many problems associated with serving the mental health needs of an often underserved 
segment of a community.   
 
 NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Aldermen for the City of St. Louis that we pause 
in our deliberations to recognize Charlie Dooley for his stellar accomplishments and commitment to making our region 
a better place to live and work. We direct the Clerk of this Board to prepare a commemorative copy of this resolution to 
the end that it may be presented to our honoree at a time and place deemed appropriate by the sponsor. 
 
Introduced on the 24th day of October, 2007 
 
 
Honorable April Ford-Griffin, Alderwoman 5th Ward 
 
Adopted this the 24th day of October, 2007 as attested: 
 
_____________________________       _____________________________ 
David W. Sweeney         Lewis E. Reed 
Clerk, Board of Aldermen        President, Board of Aldermen 
 
 


