
RESOLUTION NUMBER 22 
Dr. Zelema Harris 

 
WHEREAS, we have been apprised that Dr. Zelema Harris will be receiving the Education Award from the 

St. Louis Community Empowerment Foundation; and  
 

WHEREAS, as the chancellor of St. Louis Community College, Dr. Zelema Harris serves as the chief 
executive officer of a system that consists of four campuses and three education centers with an annual budge of 
$195 million.  STLCC serves more than 100,000 students annually and offers more than 100 career and transfer 
academic programs; and  
 

WHEREAS, with over 30 years of experience, Dr. Harris has served as president of Parkland College in 
Champaign, Illinois, and as president of Penn Valley Community College in Kansas City, Missouri; and  
 

WHEREAS, locally, Dr. Harris serves on the boards of directors for the United Way of Greater St. Louis, 
the St. Louis Regional Chamber and Growth Association, Focus St. Louis, the St. Louis Science Center, the St. 
Louis Gateway Classic Foundation, the St. Louis Coalition for Information and Communication Technology, The 
Urban League of Metropolitan St. Louis, the Downtown Partnership, and the Missouri Botanical Garden; and 

 
WHEREAS, throughout her career, Dr. Harris actively has served the educational communities at the state 

and national levels.  She has served on the boards of the American Council of Education (ACE), the Higher 
Learning Commission of the North Central Association of Colleges and Schools, the Council of Higher Education 
Accreditation, the Association for Managing and Using Information Resources in Higher Education, and on the 
Executive Committee of the American Association of Community Colleges (AACC).  She also served on the Illinois 
Governor’s Summit on Education, the Illinois Community College Board International Education Advisory 
Committee, the Illinois Board of Higher Education Committee on Research and Assessment, the Illinois Workforce 
Investment Board Executive Committee, and on the board of the Community College Survey of Student 
Engagement.  She has been a member of the ACE’s Commission on Women in Higher Education, the AACC 
Leading Forward National Advisory Panel, the National Council on Black American Affairs North Central Region, 
and the Grand Victoria Foundation; and 

 
WHEREAS, Dr. Harris has received many awards and honors, including the Athena Award for 

Outstanding Business/Professional Woman from the Champaign County Illinois Chamber of Commerce, the 
International Leadership Award from the National Institute for Staff and Organizational Development at the 
University of Texas at Austin, the Most Valuable Citizen Award from the Champaign County Illinois Chamber of 
Commerce, the AACC’s Leadership Award, President of the Year from the American Association of Women in 
Community Colleges, and CEO of the Year from the Association of Community College Trustees. In 2008, she was 
named a YWCA of St. Louis Leader of Distinction, and was selected as one of the St. Louis Business Journal’s 
Most Influential Women in Business, Most Influential St. Louisans and Most Influential Minorities in Business; and 

 
WHEREAS, Dr. Harris earned her Bachelor of Science degree from Prairie View A&M University, and 

her Master of Science and Doctorate of Education degrees from the University of Kansas.  A Texas native, Dr. 
Harris enjoys reading, the arts, traveling abroad and spending time with her three grown children and granddaughter. 

 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Aldermen of the City of St. Louis that we pause 

in our deliberations to recognize Dr. Zelema Harris and we wish her continued success, achievement and 
accomplishment and we further direct the Clerk of this Board to spread a copy of this Resolution across the minutes 
of these proceedings and to prepare a commemorative copy to the end that it may be presented to our honorees at a 
time and place deemed appropriate by the Sponsor. 
 
Introduced on the 1st day of May, 2009 by: 
 
Honorable Marlene Davis, Alderman 19th Ward 
 
Adopted this the 1st day of May, 2009 as attested by: 
 
 
_______________________    __________________________ 
David W. Sweeney     Lewis E. Reed 
Clerk, Board of Aldermen     President, Board of Aldermen 
 
 


