
RESOLUTION NUMBER 245 
Otis “Otie” Cowan 

 
WHEREAS, Otis “Otie” Cowan has served as manager of Community Relations at St. 
Louis based Ameren Corporation since 2000.  In this position, he manages the company’s 
philanthropic efforts, works with elected officials and government agencies to further 
company objectives, identifies opportunities to link AmerenUE’s customer service 
programs with local communities, and represents the company through various civic and 
charitable organizations; and 
 
WHEREAS, before joining Ameren, Mr. Cowan worked for Decatur, Illinois based 
Illinois Power (now part of Ameren Corporation and doing business as AmerenIP) for 
more than 30 years in various capacities, including sales, internal and external 
communications, community relations and various other management positions; and 
 
WHEREAS, Mr. Cowan holds a Bachelor’s of Arts Degree in Sociology from Knox 
College in Galesburg, Illinois. He serves on the boards of Anderson Hospital, McKendree 
University, the Leadership Council of Southwestern Illinois, the American Association of 
Blacks in Energy (Southeast Missouri and Southern Illinois Chapter), Focus St. Louis and 
the East St. Louis Financial Advisory Authority – to which he was appointed by the 
Illinois governor and confirmed by the Illinois legislature to oversee the City of East St. 
Louis budget under the Distressed Cities Act; and 
 
WHEREAS, Mr. Cowan is a former board member of East Side Associated Industries, 
the United Way of Greater St. Louis and the Urban League of Metropolitan St. Louis; 
and 
 
WHEREAS, he also served on the state of Illinois’ Infrastructure Task Force.  Appointed 
by the governor of Illinois, this 15 member task force was charged with identifying $12 
billion of critical, urgent infrastructure needs in Illinois – subsequently called the Illinois 
FIRST Program.  The state legislature overwhelmingly passed the $12 billion in funding 
proposed by the task force, with few change; and 
 
WHEREAS, Mr. Cowan has lived in Edwardsville, Ill. for the past 30 years with his 
wife, Carlotta.  They are the proud parents of one daughter, Collette, of Santa Cruz, 
California. 
   
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Aldermen for the City of St. 
Louis that we pause in our deliberations to recognize Otis “Otie” Cowan for his tireless 
service to Ameren and his contributions and guidance on issues relevant to the City of St. 
Louis and wish him continued success in the future and direct the Clerk of this Board to 
prepare a commemorative copy of this resolution to the end that it may be presented to 
our honoree at a time and place deemed appropriate by the sponsor. 
 
Introduced on the 21st day of November, 2008 by: 
 
Honorable Lewis E. Reed, President St. Louis City Board of Aldermen 
 
Adopted this the 21st day of November, 2008 as attested by: 
 
_______________________                                                   ______________________  
     David W. Sweeney       Lewis E. Reed 
Clerk, Board of Aldermen      President, Board of Aldermen 
 


