
RESOLUTION NUMBER 246 
Gina Ryan 

 
Whereas, we have been apprised that Gina Ryan is retiring from St. Louis Association of 
Community Organizations (SLACO) after 30 years, having served as executive Director 
of the organization;  and  
 
Whereas, SLACO has been involved in many projects throughout the City that have 
helped rebuild neighobrhoods by rehabbing and constructing new units in neighborhoods 
such as Buder Place, the Gate District, Etzel Place, West End, Maffitt Gardens, Wells-
Goodfellow, Vandeventer, Ranken, Fox Park, and Boulevard Heights; and 
 
Whereas, through Gina's vision for the organization the St. Louis Neighobrhoods 
Conferences were established to bring neighborhood leaders from throughout the 
community together to share experiences, to attend workshops regarding common 
problems and solutions, and to hear nationally known speakers such as Ray Suarez 
discuss the importance of community to cities; and  
 
Whereas, SLACO received the Bank of America Community Builders Award in 2006 
for its history of working with neighborhoods to strengthen the communities in which it 
was working through programs such as the St. Louis Community Air Project; 
Neighborhood Leaders Roundtables and Leadership Training; Community Policing; and 
working with the International Institute to provide links between new immigrants and the 
neighborhoods; and  
 
Whereas, under Gina's direction SLACO successfully worked with City and 
neighborhood leaders to gain passage of legislation banning the sale of 40 ounce glass 
beer bottles which had long littered our streets and parks with broken glass, and  
 
Whereas, SLACO worked to get the LRA law changed by the state legislature to require 
buyers of tax sale properties that are structures to either bring the property into code 
compliance or pay a fine at closing. 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Aldermen of the City of St. 
Louis that we pause in our deliberations to recognize Gina Ryan for her dedication and 
contributions to the City of St. Louis and direct the Clerk of this Board to spread a copy 
of this Resolution across the minutes of these proceedings and to further prepare a 
commemorative copy to the end that it may be presented to our honoree at a time and 
place deemed appropriate by the Sponsor. 

 
Introduced on the 5th day of November, 2010 by: 
 
Honorable Phyllis Young, Alderwoman 7th Ward  
 
Adopted this the 5th day of November, 2010 as attested by: 
 
 
_______________________    __________________________ 
David W. Sweeney     Lewis E. Reed 
Clerk, Board of Aldermen    President, Board of Aldermen 
 


