
Resolution Number 345 
 

WHEREAS, we have been apprised that Better Family Life (BFL), founded February 6, 1983, 
proudly celebrates 25 Years of building on the promise to serve the St. Louis Metropolitan area; and 

 
WHEREAS, Malik Ahmed, Founder and CEO, joined by DeBorah Ahmed, Carolyn Seward and 

Jermal Seward to create and foster a long-standing series of community service programs that have helped 
thousands of St. Louis area families in nine locations throughout the region; and   
 

WHEREAS, Better Family Life has been a catalyst for inspiring regional unity through its nine 
different facilities and events that annually service over 15,000 for a better quality life for St. Louis area 
community; and 
 

WHEREAS, Better Family Life purchased a 60,000 sq. ft. architectural landmark facility in the 
heart of the City of St. Louis that will serve as a hub of programs, entertainment, cultural arts, training, 
technology, business support and youth services; and  
 

WHEREAS, Better Family Life consistently and historically serves as a collaborating 
organization and a choice for public-private sector initiatives; and 

 
WHEREAS, Better Family Life has created a seamless bond between services and programs that 

inspire work force development that moves people from joblessness to jobs; asset management and housing 
counseling services that moves the homeless into home ownership; youth programs that build self-esteem; 
and the cultural arts that attract people from all over the country; and 

 
WHEREAS, Better Family Life joins the diverse landscape of St. Louis to create a desirable 

destination for all people and thereby contributes to strengthening the economic fabric of the City that 
serves as a bridge for racial, social and economic understanding for all St. Louis residents; and 

 
WHEREAS, Better Family Life leadership and staff demonstrate in their everyday lives the 

principles that make them unique by being living examples of their cultural pride, community initiatives 
and employee professionalism; and 

 
WHEREAS, Better Family Life has brought great pride to the St. Louis Metropolitan area as a 

model leader in urban solutions by helping families thrive, not merely survive. 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Aldermen of the City of St. Louis that 

we pause in our deliberations to recognize and applaud Better Family Life for their innumerable 
contributions to the City of St. Louis and the lives they have touched and we further direct the Clerk of this 
Board to spread a copy of this Resolution across the minutes of these proceedings and to prepare a 
commemorative copy to the end that it may be presented to our honoree at a time and place deemed 
appropriate by the Sponsor. 
 
Introduced on the 29th day of February, 2008 by: 
 
Honorable Lewis E. Reed, President of the Board of Aldermen 
Charles Quincy Troupe, Alderman 1st Ward         Joseph Roddy, Alderman 17th Ward 
Dionne Flowers, Alderwoman 2nd Ward                       Terry Kennedy, Alderman 18th Ward 
Freeman Bosley, Sr., Alderman 3rd Ward                       Marlene Davis, Alderwoman 19th Ward 
Samuel L. Moore, Alderman 4th Ward                       Bennice Jones-King, Alderwoman 21st Ward 
April Ford Griffin, Alderwoman 5th War                        Jeffrey Boyd, Alderman 22nd Ward 
Kacie Starr Triplett, Alderwoman 6th Ward                   Kathleen Hanrahan, Alderwoman 23rd Ward  
Phyllis Young, Alderwoman 7th Ward                       William Waterhouse, Alderman 24th Ward 
Kenneth Ortmann, Alderman 9th Ward                     Dorothy Kirner, Alderwoman 25th Ward 
Joseph Vollmer, Alderman 10th Ward                              Frank Williamson, Alderman 26th Ward 
Matthew Villa, Alderman 11th Ward                       Gregory J. Carter, Alderman 27th Ward 
Stephen Gregali, Alderman 14th Ward          Lyda Krewson, Alderwoman 28th Ward 
Jennifer Florida, Alderwoman 15th Ward      
Donna Baringer, Alderwoman 16th Ward  
 
Adopted this the 29th day of February, 2008 as attested by: 
_______________________ __________________________ 
      David W. Sweeney     Lewis E. Reed 

Clerk, Board of Aldermen President, Board 
of Aldermen 


